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CHAPTER I. 



CONSIDERATIONS BEFORE MARRIAGE. 




HEN the Apostle says, "Whether, 
therefore, ye eat, or drink, or what- 
soever ye do, do all to the glory of 
God," he appeals to a first principle 
of religion. We are God's. All we have, all 
we are, which is good, is from Him. To do all to 
His glory is simply not to be ungrateful, and 
not to be unjust. We give to God of His own. 
But under the Gospel we find a new obligation 
and a new motive of action ; for " Ye are not 
your own : for ye are bought with a price : there- 
fore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, 
which are God's." 

In so important a step, then, as that of mar- 

B 



2 CONSIDERATIONS BEFORE MARRIAGE. 

riage, it is no more than plain Christianity, that 
God's glory should be sought throughout : first, 
in deciding on the measure, whether or not it 
be for God's glory and the good of His Church, 
that we should be single or married ? and then, 
if married, to whom we should be married " in 
the Lord." 

Then, again, the salvation of our own souls is 
a first principle of Christian action. What will 
it advantage us to gain the whole world and to 
lose them ? All earthly happiness, the purest, 
the deepest, if it shuts out spiritual excellence 
and stunts the growth of grace, is no better than 
thje riches of Dives ; is simply part of the good 
things which we have in our lifetime, and lose at 
our death ; part of the exchange for our souls, 
by which, having had om* good things here, we 
cannot have them hereafter. This motive, then, 
also is a first principle of conduct in deciding 
upon marriage, as to the step itself, or as to the 
persons to whom those who will marry should 
seek to join themselves. This consideration is 
not the same as the former, which stands first 
and highest For it may be for God's glory 
that we should remain single, in order that, with 
greater labour, more time, more ahns, more un- 
distracted zeal we may work in His vineyard ; 
and yet it may not be against our own salvation 
to marry. GOD may design us, by talents given 
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to US, and by opportunities of good offered to 
us, to a higher calling of greater usefulness, self- 
denial, unearthliness ; and we, without sin, may 
not see this, may marry, miss a high grace and 
privilege, yet not endanger our souls by the mere 
act of marriage. But when a person has de- 
cided to marry, then the two princijdes may be 
considered practically one. They then unite in 
calling on men to marry " only in the I^ord." 

Oh, how sad these words are ! how unlike the 
practice of God's people I Even the second 
principle, that most plain and home-speaking 
motive, the winning heaven and escaping hell, 
for our very own souls, our very selves, is so 
little really regarded, that to press the higher 
motive — the pure glory of GOD — ^seems almost 
hopeless. Let those, then, who can receive it, 
receive, and thank GOD. But now, in this cold 
and loveless time, well-meaning persons pass 
over, not only God's glory, but even the consi- 
deration of their own salvation. They do not 
weigh the step beforehand, aod with prayer de^ 
cide whether or not maniage itself will be for 
their growth or decay ia grace; but they act 
without any such thougitt They may say, ia- 
-deed, that it is unnatunal to weigh euch thiia^ 
coolly before the occasion ; that thfi movemenit 
to marriage is by feding and through the aff«p- 
tions. But how is it, then^ that worldly ends 
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are so constantly regarded simply and inde- 
pendently of the affections ? Men consider their 
means ; they consider their comfort ; they con- 
sider their position calmly beforehand ; and can 
they not consider their souls ? 

Well, then, must we take the least and lowest 
ground, and ask them, at any rate, to consider 
well the persons to whom they would unite 
themselves for life. Shall they regard beauty, 
and sweetness of manner, and birth, and pro- 
perty, and connexions, and not rather, before all 
things, the soul j the soul of the person who is 
sought; for the souPs sake of the person who 
seeks ? " Seek thou for beauty of soul. Imi- 
tate the Bridegroom of the Church. . . . What 
better, tell me, than heaven ? What better than 
the stars ? Tell me of what body you will, yet 
is there none so fair. Tell me of what eyes you 
will, yet are there none so sparkling. When 
these were created, the very Angels gazed with 
wonder, and we gaze with wonder now ; yet not 
in the same degree as at first. Such is familia- 
rity ; things do not strike us in the same degree. 
How much more in the case of a wife 1 And if, 
moreover, disease come too, all is at once fled. 
Let us seek in a wife affectionateness, modest- 
mindedness, gentleness ; these are the charac- 
teristics of beauty. Let us not look for wealth, 
nor for that high birth which is outward, but 
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for that true nobility which is in the souL Let 
no one be looking to get rich by a wife, for such 
riches are base and disgraceful ; no, let no one 
look to get rich from this source."^ 

We have temptations enough within us and 
around us without adding this of having an evil 
influence ever present, ever quenching our little 
dying flame of piety, ever catching away the 
word out of our hearts, tempting us to sin. 

Is the way to heaven too broad, that we would 
make it narrower? Is earth so high up, or is 
heaven so low, that there is no ascent, and that 
a weight, ever clinging to us and dragging us 
down, may be despised ? " Be ye not unequally 
yoked together with unbelievers," is written in 
history as well as in precept. It was part of 
Esau's downward course to join himself to the 
stranger and idolater. The wisest man of all 
time became as a fool through marriage. The 
holy line of Judah was flrst corrupted and led 
into the worship of Baal by unholy marriage : 
and usurpation, dyed in the blood of grand- 
children, was the flrstfruits.' Christians can 
hardly place themselves in greater temptation 
and danger of spiritual declension than by unit- 
ing themselves, by aflections and bonds so inti- 
mate as those of marriage, with persons whose 

^ S. Chrys. Horn, on Eph. v.. Lib. of Fathers, pp. 3x7, 318. 
' 3 Kings viii. 96, 37 ; xi. z — 3. 
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worldliness, or lightness, or other unholy habit 
of mind, like a continual dropping, will wear 
away their resolution for good. The petition, 
" Lead us not into temptation," belongs not to 
those who wilfully run such risks.^ And not 
only are personal devotion and holiness perilled 
by such an unhallowed union, but the earthly 
love, which led to it, is endangered. We can- 
not love them so well whom we believe to be 
less beloved of God.' If the piety of the one 
stands, and the ungodUness of the other does 
not yield, there is a continual want of sympathy 
where sympathy is most desired. Solitary de- 
votions, solitary walks to church, solitary com- 
munions, are so many declarations and sources 
of division. They cannot continue without oc- 
casioning differences ; and they constantly sug- 
gest an agonizing thought which occurs, and is 
cast out only to recur again and again, that 
the union of such a marriage is only earthly, 
that wanting, as it does, the only bond of 
eternal unity— a common God — it exists but for 
a time, and must be followed by an everlasting 
separation. 

> " For each out Of the fubiess of the heart discoursing with 
the other either gives or receiyes. And in time one or other 
wholly prevails. What need of this strife and danger ; for either 
he will win or lose, and either lose his own soul also, or after much 
labour will hardly gain." — Origen, x Cor. vii. 24. Greek Catena. 

• Bishop Tayloi's "Marriage Ring," Part I. 
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The misery of such division has been well 
described by contrast. " How can we find words 
to describe the happiness of that marriage, 
which the Church joineth together, and the 
Oblation confirmeth, and the blessing sealeth, 
the angels report, and the Father ratifieth? 
for not even on earth do sons marry rightly 
and lawfully without the consent of their fathers. 
What an union is that of two believers, of one 
hope, one vow, one discipline, the same service 1 
Both brethren, both fellow-servants 1 No dis- 
tinction of spirit, as of flesh, but really twain 
in one flesh ! Where the flesh is one, one also 
is the spirit Together they pray, together fall 
down, and together pass their fasts ; teaching one 
another, ' exhorting one another,' waiting on one 
another. Both are together in the Church of 
God, together in the Feast of God, together in 
straits, in persecutions, in refreshments. Nei- 
ther hideth from the other, neither shunneth the 
other, neither is a burden to the other. Freely 
the sick is visited, the needy supported. Alms 
without torture, sacrifice without scruple, daily 
diligence without hindrance ! no stealthy sign- 
ing, no hurried salutation, no silent benediction ! 
Psalms and Hymns resound between the two, 
and they provoke one another which shall sing 
the best to his God. Such things Christ see- 
ing and hearing rejoiceth. To these He sendeth 
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His peace. Where His are, there is Himself 
also, there also the evil one is not."^ 

Nor does this principle stop at checking mar- 
riage with the immoral or the irreligioas. It 
equally forbids union with the heretic or the 
schismatic. True that such as are without GOD 
judgeth, and not we. But if we are so ignorant 
of their state before God, so distinct from them 
as not to be subject to the same judgment, shall 
we go and unite ourselves with them so as to be 
one flesh.? Is there not something especially 
sinful and revolting in the thought^ that when 
the unity of marriage is the type, the counter- 
part, of the perfect unity between Christ and 
His Church, that His members should dream of 
contracting the one unity with those who break 
the other.' And truly they who do act so un- 
gratefully punish themselves. Christ's holy or- 
dinance of marriage avenges itself. There can 
be no earthly unity where the heavenly unity 
has been so despised. Persons thus joined can- 
not pray together without disguising God's truth 

1 TertuUian to his wife, Ad Ux. B. ii. § viii. Lib. of Fathers. 
The "oblation" is the Holy Communion administered at mar- 
riage by the early Christians. Allusion is made, also, to the 
Christian customs of signing the cross, saluting the brethren, 
and blessing food, which would be concealed by the wife from 
an unbelieving husband, but joyfully observed by both if both 
were Christians. 

• Eph. V. 33 — 33. 
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before God. There is no real oneness in such 
devotion, nothing which fulfils the Apostle's rule, 
and claims the promise hidden in it, ^' Dwell 
with them ... as being heirs together of the 
grace of life, that your prayers be not hindered."* 
How shall the children of such a marriage be 
brought to love both parents, and yet to love 
the truth ? How shall they who are united in 
such a marriage endure at the hour of death 
not to communicate together, and to follow their 
dead with a strange service, and to a grave 
amongst aliens? Let Christians, then, marry 
" only in the Lord :" only those who are one 
with them in His faith and fear; only those 
with whom they can kneel together; together 
cement their union with the Holy Communion 
of Him in Whom and by Whom they are made 
one ; together bring their children to the " one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism;" together lie 
down in the grave ; together rise up, when the 
Bridegroom cometh, and the marriage of the 
Church is prepared. 

(For devotions upon this subject, see Ap- 
pendix.) 

* I S. Pet iiL 7. 
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CHAPTER II. 

PREPARATION FOR MARRIAGE. 

HE period preceding marriage is with 
the world a time of preparation, but 
not of religious preparation. Tem- 
poral arrangements are being made, 
and the minds of most men extend very little 
beyond them. Women, indeed, who have more 
heart in all matters, show it also in this. They 
think seriously and sadly of the great change of 
life which is approaching ; of a home to be left, 
a father's long- used guidance, a mother's tried 
and most tender love, and the cheerful affection 
of brothers and sisters. They think also of 
their new responsibilities, and of the trials be- 
fore them. Few go beyond this. Of those 
who do so, still fewer adopt any systematic or 
thorough preparation for their new duties and 
temptations. 

Yet surely, if we except such occasions as 
those of Confirmation and the First Communion, 
there is no time of life, before the last time, 
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which calls for more searching examination and 
real preparation. 

This will appear in many ways. 
1. The ordinance of matrimony being so 
strictly religious, and so connected with that 
great mystery of GOD's love and of man's re- 
demption, the Incarnation of the SON of GOD, a 
great sacredness and awe belong to it. '' Single 
life makes men, in one instance, to be like An- 
gels ; but marriage, in very many things, makes 
the chaste pair to be like to Christ. ' This is 
a great mystery,* but it is the S3rmbolical and 
sacramental representation of the greatest mys- 
teries of our religion. CHRIST descended from 
His Father's bosom, and contracted His Di- 
vinity with flesh and blood, and miarried our 
nature, and we became a Church, the spouse of 
the Bridegroom, which He cleansed with His 
Blood, and gave her His Holy Spirit for a 
dowry, and heaven for a jointure, begetting 
children unto GOD by the Gospel. . . . Here is 
the eternal conjunction, the indissoluble knot, 
the exceeding love of Christ, the obedience of 
the spouse, the communicating of goods, the 
{ uniting of interests, the fruit of marriage, a 
t celestial generation, a new creature. This is 
the sacramental' mystery, represented by the 
' holy rite of marriage."* 

1 Bp. Taylor, "The Bfarriage Ring," Part I. 
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This connexion of marriage with the Incarna- 
tion gives it such a sanctity, that it would seem 
right to approach it with such solemn prepara- 
tion as all men allow to be needful in the case 
of Adult Baptism, of Confirmation, of the Holy 
Communion, or of Ordination. 

It is the law of our nature and of GOD, that 
sinful man should cleanse himself ere he appears 
before the -All Holy. "Sanctify them to-day 
and to-morrow, and let them wash their clothes."* 
" I will wash my hands in innocency, O LORD, 
and so will I go to Thine altar.*'* 

To approach to Christ in His holy ordinance 
in unrepented, unforsaken sin, is to ask a curse 
and not a blessing : and they who have any love 
of God in them will, if they reflect, find it es- 
pecially painful at such a time to feel the least 
cloud between themselves and their God. They 
will desire to be clear before Him, to feel His 
eye resting upon thera, and the full light of His 
favour shining upon their hearts. 

2. Again : marriage is a great crisis in life, a 
turning-point. Scarcely ever does it produce 
no change in the moral state ; but even were 
this not so, it would still remain a solemn call 
slighted or regarded, a great occasion lost or 
used. 

Marriage is, however, in general a great crisis 

» Exod. xix. xo. • Ps. xxvi. 6. 
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in the life, and this in many ways. Men who 
have lived evil irregular lives sometimes reform 
at marriage ; or, if they do not, become more 
recklessly and hopelessly sinful. Others who 
have been idle, and, from the absence of any 
motive, have never directed their energies to any 
real object, are made industrious and earnest in 
their calling or profession. Others, again, who 
have been parsimonious and grave, become ex- 
travagant and fond of society. Al this shows 
what power marriage has, what a turning-point 
of life it is. 

But, to look more closely into its religious in- 
fluence. It is either a great help or a great 
snare to Christians. It is a great help to men 
by removing many temptations, temptations to 
sensual sin, to bad company, to selfishness, to 
moroseness, to unsympathizing habits of mind. 
To women it serves to give fixed duties of life ; 
it takes them out of the world, makes the eye of 
men and the praise of men nothing to them ; 
prepares for them a discipline of exertion, of 
self-sacrifice, of suffering, of anxieties, which 
may lead the soul to rest in everything upon 
Him in whom alone it really can rest. All this 
it may do, and more. But there come with it as 
well temptations to a home-selfishness, to a self- 
denial and sympathies limited to children, to 
husband, or wife ; temptations to seek money 



and position more eagerly and more unscru- 
pulously ; temptations to those who when single 
resisted luxury, yet being married, are led to 
sink down into the softness of comforts. 

Alas ! home-comforts have been the occasion 
of falling back to many a man. Christians who 
once knew the Cross of Christ, the joy of early 
devotions, and severity of religious life ; who 
were content with a little in diet, in dress, in the 
comforts of ^e ; yet for others' sake, as it seems 
to them, or with others ; not resisting, insensibly 
or with occasional uneasiness, fall into that soft- 
ness of an English home, which is the nursery 
of a spirit which, in time of persecution, would 
deprive the Church of martyrs, and even now 
robs her of countless offerings, and services, and 
labours of love. But the greatest peril attending 
marriage is that of men's deceiving themselves 
by it as to their character and state. Although 
it be God's gift, it is often the greatest enemy to 
repentance. This is not to speak against this 
blessed (^-dinance — ^but the reverse. All GOD*S 
promises, the richer and the fuller they are, only 
so much the more ; His holy Sacraments, His 
delegated absolution, are all the more dangerous, 
when those who receive them are unfit, when 
they only close unhealed wounds of conscience, 
and allay fear before sin is utterly forsaken. 
Alas ! the words must be repeated. As men 
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now are and act, Holy Matrimony is one of the 
greatest enemies to repentance, because by it 
men deceive themselves. * To take even some of 
those lower instances already mentioned. A 
man before idle becomes industrious. — Is he 
therefore diligent in order to "do all to the 
glory of God," and to " do it heartily ?" Or, 
having now a home full of innocent joys, he for- 
sakes evil companions. — Does he in this " abhor 
that which is evil ?" The gross sins of the flesh 
lose their temptation. — Is a man therefore 
become pure ? Surely not Yet the world sees 
a great change in him, and readily forgives him ; 
nay, praises him, perhaps, and thinks him the 
better for having become regular after a life so 
irregular. Not less readily does he forgive 
himself : he sees a great change in himself, and 
is satisfied. He has become moral, regular, re- 
spectable ; but, all the time, there has been no 
i^pentance, neither sorrow, nor shame, nor con- 
fession, nor self-Hl^al, nor watchfulness, nor 
fervent prayer, tior humility. He has taken 
respectability for religion, a decent life for a 
converted state. The Ten Commandments no 
longer condemn him, as he understands them. 
He is somtich better than he was that he thinks 
he is well, and sees not the damning deficiencies 
which are destroying him ; sees not that all the 
change for the better has been made through 
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human influences and human motives ; that not 
one spark of the love of God is in it, not one 
pang of contrition ; aild that, after all, his pre- 
sent state is far below that of an ordinary 
Christian ; and how infinitely, then, beneath the 
fervour of love and the depth of hugiility which 
belong to the returning prodigal, and the par- 
doned Magdalene ! And this danger goes 
through the whole character. Vanity in dress, 
or words, or equipage, may be gone, and yet 
only because the vain person no longer cares to 
please the world, seeking no more than before 
to please the Lord. Selfishness may seem to 
have departed, but no love of the brethren suc- 
ceeds. Ill temper may die away for a time 
before human love, divine love being utterly 
unknown. 

On the eve, then, of such a danger, and be- 
fore the veil is drawn over the heart, it concerns 
a man to look closely into himself, and see what 
he really has been, and is ; what he has been, 
that he may repent, and be sure that he is re- 
penting, with a pure and true sorrow ; what he 
is, lest the sins which are in him be buried only 
to spring up again in their old form, or in a new 
and more deceiving shape ; lest his new self be 
after all his old self, more confirmed in continu- 
ance, more deceiving by disguise. 

Self-examination, therefore, severe, thorough. 
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penitential, is the proper preparation for entering 
upon so holy an estate, and into such new obli- 
gations and temptations ; an examination of the 
whole life, by all those vows and laws which will 
try men at the last day ; by all those circum- 
stances which affect the quality of their actions^ 
and with that help which the remembrance of 
all those scenes and persons with which they 
have been most connected, will afford. 

By the Baptismal vows, by the impressions 
and resolutions of Confirmation and Commu- 
nion, by every call, by the Commandments, and 
the Gospel precepts, by the deadly sins and the 
Christian graces, the life should be strictly 
tried ; tried in the light of the advantages en- 
joyed through education, through circumstances, 
through the means of grace ; tried by every aid 
to remembrance, such as conduct to parents, 
and others, actions and words spoken with those 
who were most familiar, and in places most 
frequented. The object is to know the past, and 
to know self ; the past, that it may be blotted 
out ; self, that it may be more heedfuUy watched, 
strengthened, disciplined, and, by God's grace, 
shielded against old and new temptations. 

The result of all such strict examination as 
that now advised, must ever be the collection of 
a mass of sin such as the sinner had previously 
no conception of. It must be so^^ven in -vir- 

c 
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tuous persons ; for their consciences are propor- 
tionably more tender, and they will perceive the 
sinfulness of words, or acts, or states of feeling, 
which great sinners lose sight of in comparison 
with their darker transgressions. The result, 
therefore, will often be the collection of a dark 
mass of sin which must burden the conscience 
until it can be unloaded, and stifle the breathing 
of the soul until it be cast out by confession^ 
Confession is the only disburdening of a laden 
soul, the only healing of a sin-pierced spirit It 
was the Prodigal's first thought ; it brought par- 
don at once to David ;^ it is the doctrine of the 
great Psalm of Remission, *' I acknowledged my 
sin unto Thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. 
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the 
Lord ; and Thou forgavest the iniquity of my 
sin.'** To this act the Gospel attaches its pro- 
mises : '* If we say that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us ; 
but if we confess our sins. He is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness."* 

Shall this confession be made to God directly, 
or through His appointed ministers ? is the only 
question which remains. The full heart must 
empty itself. Shall it do so in the secrecy of 
the closet, or before an Ambassador of Christ? 

^ a San. xis. 13. . ' Ps. jczxil 5. * z & John i 8^ 9. 
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Upon this point men's minds are now dis- 
turbed and timid; and as nothing new is in- 
tended to be advanced, new words even shall 
be avoided. The author of the " Golden Grove" 
and the " Holy Living and Dying," thus advises 
private confession to penitents : ** That besides 
this examination of your conscience, (which may 
be done in secret, between God and your own 
soul,) there is great use of holy Confession ; 
which though it be not generally, in all cases, 
and peremptorily, commanded, as if without it 
no salvation could possibly be had ; yet you are 
advised by the Church, under whose discipline 
you live, that before you are to receive the holy 
Sacrament, or when you are visited with any 
dangerous sickness, if you find any one particu- 
lar sin, or more, that lies heavy upon you, to 
disburden yourself of it into the bosom of your 
confessor, who not only stands between God 
and you, to pray for you ; but hath the power 
of the keys committed to him, upon your true 
repentance to absolve you in Christ's name 
from those sins which you have confessed to him. 

" That having made choice of such a confessor, 
who is every way qualified, that you may trust 
your soul with him, you are advised, plainly and 
sincerely, to open your heart to him ; and that, 
laying aside all consideration of any personal 
weakness in him, you are to look upon him only 
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as he is, a Trustee from God, and commissioned 
by Him, as his Ministerial Deputy, to he^ir, and 
judge, and absolve you. 

" That the manner of your confession be in an 
humble posture, on your knees ; as being made 
to God, rather than man. And for the matter 
of it, let it be severe and serious, but yet so it 
may be without any inordinate anxiety, and un- 
necessary scruples, which serve only to entangle 
the soul, and, instead of setting you free (which 
is the benefit to be looked for by Confession,) 
perplex you the more.*** 

In regard to this use of confession, these two 
considerations may be added ; i. That the shame 
attending it deepens repentance, and increases 
humility ; 2. That another person, especially 
one experienced in the treatment of conscience, 
is more able than the man himself to estimate 
character, and to give the advice required for 
future safety in temptation, independently of the 
fact that such advice comes with authority, 
strengthens the penitent's convictions and holy 
resolutions, and reproaches and recalls him if he 
fall back from them.' 

1 Guide for the Penitent. See also the Rules and Exercises 
of Holy Dying, c. v. § 3. 

* See Lev. v. 5 ; Numb. v. 7 ; Job xxxiii. 23 ; Prov. xxviii. 
13 : Josh. viL 19 ; Neh. ix. a, 3 ; S. Matth. iii. 6 : Acts xix. x8. 
S. James v. 16 ; S. Matth. xviii. x8 ; S. John xx. 23 ; with note 
in Tertullian de Poen. xi. p. 367. Lib. Fathers. 
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But whoever, having led a regular life, does 
not feel called upon to confess to God's Mi- 
nisters, let him at least confess to God, all the 
more carefully. Meekly kneeling on his knees, 
smiting his breast like the publican, or with 
hands held as if bound behind him, or with 
Prophets and Apostles falling on his face, and 
in spirit clasping the knees of his judge, let him 
pour out his heart before Him.^ '* For unless thou 
ccmfess thyself a sinner, hast not thou the devil 
as an accuser ? Be beforehand, and take from 
him his prerogative to accuse. Why, then, art 
thou not beforehand with him, uttering the sin 
and blotting it out, knowing that thou hast an ac- 
cuser who cannot keep silence ?** " For though 
thou be silent, He knoweth all things. Speak, 
then, that thou mayest gain ; speak, that here, 
putting ofif (thy sins,} thou mayest depart thither 
clean, and be freed from that intolerable dis- 
play there.*'^ «* I find not what he (S. Peter) 
said; I find that he wept; I read of his tears; 
I read not of his excusing himself, but what 
cannot be excused can be washed away. Let 
tears wash away the guilt, which one is ashamed 
to confess with the voice. Tears express the 
iault without alarm ; tears confess the sin with- 
out injuring bashfulness ; tears obtain the par- 

I Numb. XIV. 5 ; S. Luke r. 8. 

* S. Chiysostom, quoted in the note cited above, p. 401. 
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don they ask not for. Peter wept most bitterly, 
that with tears he might wash out his offence. 
Do thou also : if thou wouldst obtain pardon, 
wash out thy fault with tears."* 

The next step, after such acts of repentance, 
should regard the future. Resolutions should 
be formed against old sins, and a Christian plan 
of life laid down. Certainly, in matters of de- 
tail, any scheme made beforehand must be im- 
perfect. Many parts of such an ideal plan will 
afterwards be found impracticable, and many 
things deficient Still the great principles of a 
Christian rule of life are abiding. Only their 
application is mutable. That a certain portion 
of income should be dedicated to God ; diat de- 
votions should not be abandoned, but, if pos- 
sible, increase ; that the earthly family should 
follow the pattern of the heavenly, and observe 
the solemn seasons and discipline of the Church ; 
that increasing luxury should not absorb in- 
creasing means ; that children should be brought 
up to godly callings, and no worldly advance- 
ment be allowed to imperil their souls ; these 
and the like principles are not variable, can 
never be abandoned. It will be well, then, to 
write down such resolutions and views of duty 
as shall seem good, and to lay them up for fu- 
ture years as a witness against the growing 

1 S. Ambrose, qtxoted as ftbore. 
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temptations to softness, or worldliness, or con- 
formity to the un-Christian ways of modem so- 
ciety. Such resolutions might be read from 
time to time, for example, on the anniversary of 
marriage. 

As the time draws near, increasing watch- 
fulness will be needed. There is much, on 
such an occasion, to distract and to throw the 
Christian off his guard. Wandering thoughts 
in devotion, and, however unwelcome, unclean 
thoughts, will often afiSict the souL It will be 
good to remember the sixth Beatitude, and to 
cry with the Psalmist, ** I hate vain thoughts ; 
but Thy law do I love f^ and to use the ejacu- 
lation of S. Augustine and S. Bernard before 
prayer, "Let GOD arise, let His enemies be 
scattered : let them also that hate Him flee 
before Him."* 

And surely no one who believes in a Church, 
or has any love for that Communion of Saints 
by which all the members of Christ's Body 
rejoice and mourn together over the acts of 
their great salvation — ^no one who so believes 
and feels will, without most uigent necessity, 
choose or even be a party to the choice of any 
day of marriage which the Church has ap- 
pointed for mourning and fasting now that the 
Bridegroom is taken away. Especially will he 

» P«. CTJy. XX3. • P». tmil x. 
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Utterly abhor so grievous a contempt of the day 
on which we weekly keep in remembrance the 
Death and Passion of our Saviour, or the 
forty days of His sacred fast and solitude in 
the wilderness.^ 

It would be well if people would cease to 
encourage the abuse of marriage by licence. 
Why should they be ashamed of Christian ma- 
trimony ? Why should they help to make the 
Church less Catholic, by having one usage for 
the rich, another for the poor? Why should 
they condemn dispensations and yet use them ? 

(For penitential and preparatory devotions, 
see Appendix.) 

1 " Marriage in Lent is directly against the very Council of 
Laodicea, to which we are indebted for the Canon of the 
Scriptures. Can. liii. A.D. 365." Cornier on th* Offi^ of Ma- 
trimony, 
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ELL were it if the watchful eyes and 
anxious thoughts of the time im- 
mediately preceding marriage were 
alert, not with mere eagerness to fulfil 
a long hope, or with plans and preparations ; 
nor even with the regrets and bitter human 
feelings concerning the past and the future, the 
old home and the new, the old friends, the old 
life, and the change which is approaching. 

A deeper care, a higher vigilance should dis- 
place these, or, at least, should temper them. 
The eyes should watch unto prayer ; the thoughts 
should be secured with holy resolutions ; all 
avenues of temptation foreclosed, of temptations 
to vanity, worldly-mindedness, impurity, forget- 
fulness of God, and of the great end of life. 
The whole vigilance of the soul is needed, that 
it be not unhinged, that it cease not to be itself, 
and fall into folly. 
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Let there, then, be a service in the closet first, 
and then that of the Church will bring more 
comfort and strength. 

And now let it be supposed that the time is 
arrived. The Church permits marriages to be 
celebrated only before noon not merely to pre- 
vent excess, but in sign of joy, in sign of light 
and happiness to come. The sunbeams do not 
slant at that hour ; for no sign of decay may 
accompany an act, the holy effects of which are 
to live and last ; the joy and happiness of which 
are in their youth. 

The persons to be married come into the 
body of the church because their marriage is a 
public act, the concern of the congregation. 
The bride is placed on the right hand suitably 
to the Psalm,^ and, because she is a type of the 
Church, presented pure and spotless, and placed 
at God's right hand.' At once the persons to 
be married are reminded that they are met 
together " in the sight of GOD," words which 
deliver from evil thoughts, like those of the 
Saviour, "Be silent, and come out of himf* 
and from troubled thoughts and fears, like that 
saying, " Be not afraid, it is I." They are both in 
a ** dreadful place" and at the " gate of heaven."* 
They are told that matrimony was instituted in 

^ Comber, Ps. xlv. 9. * See Comber. 

* Gen. xxviii. 17. 



SOLEMNIZATION OF MATRIMONY. ^^ 

the time of man's innocency, so that it both 
may be pure and must, both may agree with 
perfection to the Lord and should. 

Next : '' Marriage is declared to be an hon- 
ourable estate from the practice of our Saviour, 
Who, designing to do honour to this holy Rite, 
was present at a marriage, and wrought His first 
miracle there,^ and, doubtless. His presence at 
it testified His approbation of it ; and it also 
gives us hope, that if we call and invite Him to 
this marriage by fervent prayers. He will be 
spiritually present with us now, and by His 
power and mercy. He will turn those waters of 
affliction to which this (as well as other estates 
in this world) is liable, into the wine of joy."* 

Then the Church declares the use of marriage : 
that it is not to gratify a fancy, to increase a 
fortune, to gain respectability, to please the 
flesh, but 

1. To perpetuate the Church on earth, and to 
fin the courts of heaven. 

2. To avoid sin ; and therefore to be ap- 
proached with all holy watchfulness and strict- 
ness, lest men should deceive themselves and 
think to legalize their vices. 

3. For comfort in prosperity and adversity, 
and for the practice of sympathy and charity. 

Next ; with fearful adjuration the Church 

* S. John ii. ■ Comber. 
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demands whether any seek her blessing, yet 
secretly break her laws enacted for guarding 
the purity of hon\e ; whether they dare to ask 
Him to join them, Whose will at that same 
hour they wilfully reject. The Church asks a 
question which will be asked again "at the 
dreadful day of judgment.'* 

Then the curate, or rather God by the mouth 
of His servant, demands a solemn promise, that 
both man and wife shall live together after 
God's ordinance ; not after the fashion of the 
world, or the world's notion of duties and of 
married life, but after that full, and perfect, and 
holy way which is God's ordinance. Both swear 
to love and to honour each other; to keep to 
each other in sickness and in health, and to 
cleave only to each other so long as they both 
shall live, a covenant which no observance of 
the letter alone can satisfy. 

The keeping only to each other signifies not 
merely the plain and obvious duty of wedded 
purity, and of Uving together ; but means that 
the interests and affections of the married should 
be truly one. The society of none Uving must 
be so sweet, the interest in no friend in all the 
earth so deep and close, as that which the hus- 
band should have for his wife, and his wife for 
him. 

Moreover, on his part specially, the man swears 
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to comfort his wife in all her weakness, sickness, 
and trouble ; the woman, to obey and serve him 
who is henceforth her head, as Christ is to 
His Church. When, then, the solemn words, 
" I will," are spoken, let them be said to God, 
and in God ; with faith in His grace, and fear 
of His judgment. 

The Apostle says of the Church over which 
he watched with such loving anxiety, " I am 
jealous over you with godly jealousy ; for I have 
espoused you to one husband, that I may pre- 
sent you as a chaste virgin to CHRIST."* This 
holy bridal of the Church is now set forth when 
the woman is presented to him who ministers in 
God's name. O let her see that she also be as 
much as possible without spot, or wrinkle, or 
any such thing ; but holy, and without blemish. 
Let her, and him who seeks her, look forward to 
that day when they will desire above all things 
that their souls should be presented pure to the 
Bridegroom of souls, and would then thankfully 
have enjoyed no earthly home, husband, or wife, 
or children, or house, or feast-day, or joy, if by 
any of these things their souls had come to love 
Christ less purely, and must thenceforth know 
Him for ever less fully. 

Then, on what follows Dean Comber writes, 
"Doubtless it was very early observed in the 

•> 3 Cor. xi. a. 
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primitive Church, for the Priest to join the right 
hands of those that were to be married, as might 
be proved from many authors, but that of Gre- 
gory Nazianzen most full and plain, who, speak- 
ing of young people to be married, saith, ' I put 
their right hands together, and join them both 
to God's right hand.' And since the priest is 
God's representative, therefore they thought his 
joining their hands in GOD*S name, did signify 
that God was the Author of this conjunction. 
Hence it is that both in the offices of the Eastern 
and Western Church, the Priest is ordered to 
join their right hands together, and to put them 
into each other's hand ; not only the woman 
into the hand of the man, but the man into the 
hand of the woman ; that each may confirm this 
covenant to the other, and that it may be evi- 
denced that from henceforth they have not power 
over their own bodies, as S. Paul affirms,^ but 
are mutually in one another's power, and under 
very great obligations to be faithfuL'' 

And now the bond is to be drawn more 
closely. Before the question, " Who giveth this 
woman ?" the service was part of the old Office 
of Espousals ; but from that point commences 
the Order of Matrimony. Thus what was be- 
fore " I will," is now " I do." I take thee from 
this day forward. A new era has begun for both 

' X Coc viL 4. 
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persons. From this day, this hour, this minute, 
they take and are taken for life. They now 
promise actually to each other what before they 
professed themselves wilhng to do. Only now 
they add to this that they will cherish one an- 
other ; and the covenant words, '* so long as ye 
both shall live," are changed into the chasten- 
ing, sobering warning, ^' till death us do part." 
O what a thought of pain for such an hour, 
that death must part those who are so dear to 
each other ! what a thought of joy that they 
may be reunited 1 For Christ is the Centre of 
the whole. It is His ordinance of marriage. 
He who binds can unloose ; and He who un- 
looses can bind again. He allows a death ; He 
gives a resurrection. He died in us, that we 
might rise in Him. And then, because man 
requires outward signs of inward things, the 
ring ratifies the covenant, like Laban's heap, 
and Joshua's pillar.^ It invests the receiver 
with the authority of the giver, so that what 
she does he does also in her.' Lastly, its circle 
is an emblem of continuance : " from whence we 
may learn, that the conjugal love ought to be 
the most perfect of all others, and such as ought 
to endure for ever."* 

1 Gen. xxxi. ; Josh. xxiv. Dean Comber. 

* Gen. zlL 43 ; Esther iii. to ; viii. a. 

* Dean Comber. 
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But before the ring is placed upon the 
woman's finger it is laid upon the book, and 
given by the Priest to the man, signifying that 
the gifts which that ring betokens are of GOD ; 
and in God the man also performs his part of 
the solenm act, promising 'Mn the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost ;" " that is, by his Christianity, and be- 
fore the Trinity, as witness thereto ; Who, if he 
break it, will be the Avenger of this perjury.*^ 
The prayer succeeds, that the newly married 
may keep their sacred promise, and upon this 
to shut up all in one short word and simple act 
before all men and each other ; the man not 
taking the woman, for she is already his ; the 
woman not taking the man, for he is already 
hers ; but both joined together as married per- 
sons by Him Who has more power over both 
than either over other ; they hear, and aU men 
are called upon to hear also, "Those whom GOD 
hath joined together, let no man put asunder." 
Let them not fear then. None can part theiA. 
No ravisher can make them less each other's. 
Let them only be true to one another, true to 
God ; and all the world cannot mar the piuity 
and perpetuity of their wedded state. 

This happy state the Church then ratifies by 
solemn declaration and by Blessing. And the 

^ Dean Comber. 
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priestly declaration is not a declaration, not a 
mere prayer, however ardent, but a gift '^ How 
great a blessing is it," says the Dean, "to be 
thus blessed by God's commissionated Embas- 
sador, who not only prays for these blessings, 
but also imparts them !^ The Priest's blessing 
is of great efficacy with GOD, and shall be very 
beneficial to us, if we duly prepare ourselves to 
receive it'** 

And now these privileged members of the 
Chtu'ch are invited to claim part of those privi- 
leges which they have received. As consecrated 
persons, anointed and shining with Goo's bless- 
ing, in all purity and love, typifying their LORO 
and His Church, they are admitted into the 
chancel, which is the figure of heaven, and kneel 
before the Altar. By this also they " preserve 
the memory of that pious and antient usage 
of administering the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper to the bridegroom and bride on the wed- 
ding-day, of which we will say more in the end."' 

Well now may the voice of psalmody be heard, 
as it was with Solomon in the forty-fifth psalm ; 
and in the Greek and Western Churches the 
very psalm that follows forms part of the Office. 

> Num. vi S7. 

» See also Bp. Andrewes, Sermon VIII. pp. 8x, 8a, Vol. III. 
Ang. Catfa. Lib. 
* Dean Comber. 

D 
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Its meaning in this place, as well as that of the 
psalm which may be substituted, is, that from 
God and by obedience to God all the blessings 
of married life should be expected to flow. The 
prayer which follows the sentences rests upon 
the same doctrine. The next prayer again sets 
forth the unselfish object of marriage, and bids 
those united not only not to murmur and des- 
pond if God should send them many children to 
maintain and bring up, but rather to rejoice that 
so many more souls are Christianly and vir- 
tuously brought up to GOD's praise and honour ; 
whilst, at the same time, it condemns marriages 
in which there is great disparity of years ; for it 
sets forth to Christians as an object of desire the 
living " together so long in godly love and ho- 
nesty, that they may see their children Chris- 
tianly and godly brought up." 

The last prayer invokes GoD by what He has 
done to continue His work ; to make this mar- 
riage answerable to its beginnings. But, al- 
though prayer is prayer, and not instruction, the 
newly married cannot fail to feel themselves 
stirred up to a fervent love by the recital of the 
origin and divine type of their imion. They 
hear that out of man GOD did appoint that 
woman should take her beginning, and knitting 
them together did teach that it should never be 
lawful to put asunder those whom He by matri- 
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mony had made one. Now "GoD could as 
easily have created the woman distinctly as He 
did man ; but to make them dearer to one 
another, whom He designed for this nearer con- 
junction of marriage, He took the woman out of 
the man, and made her of his own flesh and 
bones."' 

Again, the Church prays that, according to 
the commaAl of the Apostle, and the mystery of 
the institunon, the man may love his wife as 
Christ also loved the Church, and the woman 
be in like manner loving and obedient. And 
what love and care on the one side, what return 
of affection and faithful service on the other, are 
thus implied, may be perceived by remembering 
what Christ has done and still does for the 
Church, and the obligations of the Church to 
Him. 

Once more the Church blesses the married, 
having yet another blessing for Israel. From 
the vessels of GOD*s mercy she pours upon her 
children the oil of joy, the unction of the Holy 
Spirit, to sanctify their joy, and, when trouble 
comes, their trouble also. She distils the dew 
of Hermon unto all fruitfulness and freshness in 
grace ; " the riches" of God's grace, that is, un- 
failing blessing and unlimited, which they who 
have can never be really poor. The point to 

^ Dean Comber. 
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which this gift is specially directed is twofold, 
love and holiness, that the married may love 
each other fervently, and offend God iipither 
in body nor soul, but in both please Him unto 
their lives' end. 

A sermon, or instruction, upon; the duties of 
man and wife, concludes. So thinks the world. 
But there is a duty and a blessing yet in store 
which the world heeds not. '^ It is convenient 
that the newrmarried persons should receive the 
Holy Communion at the time of their Marriage, 
or at the first opportunity after their Marriage." 

The words of TertuUian have been already 
mentioned, showing the practice of the Church 
in his time and place. " Whence shall I suffice 
to describe the happiness of that marriage which 
the Church unites and the oblation confirms ?" 

At the outset of married life there are many 
sore temptations of the flesh and of the spirit ; 
of the flesh unto sensuality, of the spirit unto 
idolatry. To whom shall men go for help but 
to Christ? And where shall they find Him as 
He offers Himself in His Sacrament ? 

There is also much that is agitating, unset- 
tling; to a woman's mind, most painful. To 
whom shall she go for peace but to Him who 
stilled the wind and the waves? And where 
shall she so find the Prince of Peace as in that 
Sacrament in which He saith, " He that eateth 
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My flesh and drinketh My blood dwelleth in Me, 
and I in him ?" 

Alas that persons should think themselves too 
feeble, too fluttering in spirit, to approach the 
Strength of Israel and their Rock ! 

What else can cast so clearly, yet so softly, 
the shadow of the Cross upon joy, and make 
it truly Christian? What is there which can 
so distinctly, yet so sweetly, declare the union 
of sorrow with joy, and the birth of joy from 
sorrow? 

" Besides, what is more fit than for those who 
are now married to one another to marry both 
their souls to Christ ? And as in this marriage 
they represent the great mystery of Christ's 
love to His Church ; so it would rarely moralize 
that allegory, if they did now in the Sacrament 
commemorate Jesus His obliging condescension 
in espousing His Church, and la3dng down His 
life for it Nor could the married persons make 
any more auspicious beginning of their marriage 
than by receiving the Holy Communion to bind 
their souls to the performance of all holiness, 
which is the certain means to make them live 
happily together ; especially since in this blessed 
Sacrament the grace of God is imparted to those 
who devoutly do receive it, whereby they are 
enabled to live in the fear of GOD."^ 

^ Dean Comber. 
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No Communion, unless it be the first, would 
so long remain in grateful remembrance as 
that in which husband and wife thus conse- 
crated their first hour of wedded life to Him 
Who united them ; gave themselves to Him Who 
had given them to each other; gained His 
abiding presence, Whose out-poured blessing 
had filled them with holy fear and joy; and 
sought His encircling arms, to keep together 
those whom His uniting Hand had joined. They 
would then feel that they had not only been 
united for time but for eternity, being one for 
ever with each other by being both one with Him 
Who had imparted Himself to them and taken, 
them into Himself. 

The ordinance of marriage came from the side 
of the first Adam ; the Sacrament of the Body 
and Blood of Christ from the side of the Second 
Adam. There is surely a mysterious and blessed 
union between theseordinances beyond all words, 
all thoughts. 

Now, then, as there was mixed spiritual joy 
and sorrow in the Holy Communion, so must 
there be in the next great step to be taken. The 
man has, indeed, less occasion to feel what his 
wife must now endure. She is called upon to 
part from home finally, to " forget also her own 
people and her father's house." This is a great 
mystery. Let the deep meaning of it calm the 
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joy and soothe the sorrow. It is good to have 
other things in the heart at such an hour beside 
the things of time. And, amongst such higher 
reflections, will come forth such thoughts as 
these. 

" If, then, because the wife is niade of the 
man, and both one of one flesh, a man shall leave 
his father and his mother, then there should be 
yet greater affection between brothers and sisters; 
for these come of the same parents, but man and 
wife of different : . . . . the ordinance of GOD 
is of more force than the law of nature."^ It is 
only thus that we can understand the tender 
heart of woman, contented as it is, and clinging 
to home, running the risk, and braving the cer- 
tain loss of all which makes her happy in her 
father's house. " For indeed, in very deed, a 
mystery it is, yea, a great mystery, that a man 
should leave him that gave him being, him that 
begat him, and that brought him up, and her 
that travailed with him and had sorrow, those 
who have bestowed upon him so many and great 
benefits, those with whom he has been in familiar 
intercourse, and be joined to one whom he never 
even saw, and who bears no relation to him, and 
should honour her before all others ; a mystery 
it is indeed."' And what is this mystery but the 

» S. Chrys. Cat Aur. on S. Matth. xix, 

' S. Chrys. Horn, on Eph. v., lib. of Fathers, p. 390. 
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Other part of that by which the Church forsakes 
all to be joined to Christ ? Shall we say the 
Church, and not rather each person, every one 
of us who are of her ? All that is said of the 
marriage of the Church, is true of each and every 
soul, and declares how she should be joined ; 
and for ever purely, wholly, and with fervent and 
unfailing love, cleave to her Saviour. Let us 
hear, then, what is said : ^ Husbands, love yoiur 
wives, even as Christ also loved the Church, 
and gave Himself for it ; that He might sanctify 
and cleanse it with the washing of water by the 
word, that He might present it to Himself a 
glorious Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or 
any such thing ; but that it should be holy and 
without blemish. So ought men to love their 
wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his 
wife loveth himself. For no man ever yet hated 
his own flesh ; but nourisheth and cherisheth 
it, even as the LORD the Church: for we are 
members of His body, of His flesh, and of His 
bones."* 

Shall it be, then, that the Lord has so wonder- 
fully ordered the mystery of marriage, by which 
so much of our life is blessed, and from which 
it altogether springs, to lead us, if possible, to 
see with what ease and natural readiness we 
should for Him abandon the love of the world, 

> Eph. T. 35 — 3a 
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and everything which is against the pure affection 
due to Him; and with what ardent, clinging, 
close desire we should cleave ever to Him, our 
only good, our only bliss ? — Shall it be that our 
Redeemer shall have ordered this mystery so 
graciously but all in vain : so much in vain, that 
even in that very ordinance and gift, and by 
means of it, we should forget Him, seek Him 
less, love Him less ? O God, forbid it ! This 
were to turn away the more He calls ; to love 
Him less the more abundantly He loves. 

Thoughts like these will be of service at the 
time ; and more forcible perhaps afterwards from 
having been in the mind, and, it may be, upon 
the lips, at an hour long remembered. 

(For devotions, see Appendix.) 
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EARLY MARRIED LIFE. 

HE beginning is more than half, be- 
cause that beginning has in it the germ 
of the rest, the form which the re- 
mainder will for the most part follow. 
Thus it is that the boy forms the man. Thus 
it is that the commencement of any course of 
life vitally affects the whole of it. We must 
not despise the application of this principle to 
matters which people generally settle indepen- 
dently of religion, as if they were unworthy of 
its notice ; or, at least, as if forgetfulness of it in 
so small a matter were very veniaL The duty 
involved in the rule, " Whether, therefore, ye eat 
or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory 
of God," reaches far and wide. To forget it is 
not veniaL But, if it were so, that would be poor 
comfort so long as our nature is such, that we 
are formed by little things, as well as by great ; 
so long as circumstances, and the thousand 
trifling things which together make up a course 
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or manner of life, form in us a certain character 
— ^make us more or less Christian. It is of no 
small moment, then, how new-married persons 
begin the conduct of their house. Their manner 
of furnishing, simple or expensive, their number 
of servants, the sort of position they take up, 
affect them for life, and this in many ways : by 
curtailing charities or leaving room for them ; by 
bringing with them a household of servants quiet 
or extravagant, capable of religious discipline or 
incapable of it ; by causing many cares and 
grievous temptations to covetousness, and world- 
liness, and speculation, and in some cases of dis- 
honesty, in order to maintain a style adopted 
before children were bom or grew up. Indeed, 
the manner of life and position at first adopted 
affect the conduct and character most materially, 
by plunging persons at once into the usual 
thoughtless whirl of society, leaving no time for 
devotion, and very soon no love of it ; or by 
gradually leading them into a soft and self- 
indulgent life, without any severity and self- 
deniaL In short, newly married persons have, 
at the outset, to decide whether or not they 
will aim at anything like Christian simplicity ; 
whether they and their house will take the 
personal life of their Saviour in any way for 
their pattern ; or whether, careless or hopeless, 
they will yield to the current, and be as others 
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are around them, unlike even to their immediate 
forefathers, in many respects ; and, alas, how 
unlike Christ and His followers. 

Let these things be well considered, and then 
let those who are beginning life, as it were, do 
so as they will wish they had done when they 
are ending it ; begin for Christ and their own 
souls as simply, as unexpensively, as quietly in 
all things as their station will permit : in furni- 
ture, and dress, and servants, and manner of 
life being always somewhat below and be- 
hind THEIR EQUALS IN RANK, BECAUSE THE 
WORLD LIVES AND SPENDS ALWAYS ABOVE AND 

BEYOND WHAT IS RIGHT. One question which 
will immediately present itself is that of publicly 
observing or neglecting days of fasting or abstin- 
ence. The new-married have at once to take 
their line, whether they will follow the rule of 
God's Church or of the world. They must make 
their choice. In so doing, let them remember 
that the duty of fasting is laid down as clearly in 
Holy Scripture, both by precept and example, as 
the duty of public worship or reading of Scrip- 
ture ; far more so than that of family prayer 
and other admitted parts of devotion. Let them 
remember, also, that to obey Christ's Body, 
the Church, is nothing else than to obey Him, 
and to disobey Her is plainly to disobey Him. 
Let them not be frightened by any objections, 
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such as that by listening to the commands of the 
Church they are setting themselves up above 
others, violating charity, breaking the Lord's 
rule that fasting should be secret. No man, 
when he is obeying a lawful authority, sets him- 
self up by so doing. No man violates charity 
when humbly and quietly he performs a duty, 
which if he were to neglect, he would weaken 
the hands of some younger or weaker brother, 
and, by his example, confirm that self-indulgence 
and disregard to sacred obligations which is 
ruining thousands and thousands of professing 
Christians. No man fasts ostentatiously by 
observing a public fast, but only by displaying 
a private one, or making a vain-glorious show 
of that which is public, for the sake of admira- 
tion. It may be thought, and by some is thought, 
possible to visit at such times, and privately to 
deny self all the while. But this would entangle 
the soul. It is much harder to fast at a feast 
than to refuse the invitation. Moreover, the 
public example of those who follow this weak 
and inconsistent course continues the present 
evil. Besides, persons would find that abstinence 
during a visit is far more prominent, far more 
like ostentation and reproving others, than mere 
absence : and, lastly, the entering into society at 
such times destroys one great object of fasts, and 
leads men to forget that it is an object, the oppor- 
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tunity of increased devotion, recollection before 
God, solitude, humiliation. 

Lent can never be a penitential preparation 
for Easter, a loosing of the world's chains, riveted 
more and more closely from the Easter of the 
former year to the Lent of the new, except by 
men's depriving that world as much as possible 
of its hold upon them throughout that solemn 
season, and by giving all the time which they 
can spare from their callings to self-examination, 
thought, prayer, and study. The object of a 
fast is unattainable — is lost, except in the rarest 
cases, if the retirement of it is taken away. 
Shame on us for the state to which we have come 
in this matter. The last generation recollects 
and practised a very different course. Even very 
recently it was not strange to wear mourning 
and to refuse the pleasures of society during 
Lent, and the places of amusement were closed 
until the last few years. Surely there is need of 
a great effort, and very blessed will they be who 
make it. The world will frown on them, but 
God will look graciously upon them. Many 
will be cold, and will sneer at those the hem of 
whose garments they would fain catch at in the 
day of visitation. O let not the world's frown 
cause any one to lose the smile of his Saviour. 

But, although the dutiful children of the 
Church retire from the world, when to join it 
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would hurt both it and them, let not this seclu- 
sion be a selfish shutting up of the new-married 
in each other. Let neighbours see that those 
who have principles have also affections and 
sympathies, and these ready to be manifested 
when they can be exercised with innocence and 
safety. 

Another point, which requires attention from 
the first, is the real well-being of the servants of 
the family. In no respect has the state of society 
deteriorated more than in the increased separa- 
tion of interests and affections between the master 
and his servants. A household is no longer one 
family under one roof, but two, two rival, and 
often hostile bodies, kept together by the lowest 
of all motives, self-interest. Now the world is 
quite ready to complain of servants ; to say how 
proud they are, and wasteful, how little to be 
trusted, how ready to leave the service of those 
who have benefited them. But is it likely that 
the fault should be altogether on one side ? Is 
it not as true that masters and mistresses do not 
care for the real interests of their servants ? do 
not watch over their morals so much as over 
their own property ? seek good servants, as they 
are called, rather than good men and women 
for servants ? skilful cooks, or grooms, or waiters, 
rather than faithful and true-hearted men and 
women ? H ow few ever think of taking the hand 
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of an old servant before or after long absence, 
of inquiring after his relations, of talking cheer- 
fully with him, and in such a manner as to make 
him feel that he whom he serves is a friend as 
well as master ! And if this be so, alas ! how 
much less do men treat a servant as a brother 
beloved, as a fellow-member of Christ ! 

Those who feel this evil, and are really sorry 
for it, must set themselves from the very first to 
diminish it On the one hand, they must not 
shrink from laying down such rules as to hours, 
visitors, dress, and the like, as seem necessary 
to preserve the morals of their household, how- 
ever unpopular such a measure may be : and, on 
the other hand, they must counterbalance such 
apparent strictness by courtesy and kind interest; 
by wise indulgences from time to time ; by pro- 
viding that their servants shall lay by out of their 
wages against sickness and age ; by the loan of 
books ; by carefully arranging the work of the 
house so that their servants shall attend Church ; 
by giving them rest and quiet at holy times ; by 
preparing them, or seeing them prepared, for 
the Holy Communion ; by giving them advice 
from time to time, and correcting their faults 
with gentleness, as they themselves would be 
corrected by their Heavenly Master. 

As to family prayer it is not urged here, be- 
cause it is so plain a duty, that no person who 
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would take this advice at all would endure to 
neglect it But let not the family devotion be 
too long, nor ever consist only of prayer, but be 
broken by psalms or verses with responses, and 
short collects requiring an answer. Let such 
devotions never be hurried, never abandoned for 
the sake of strangers staying in the house. Let 
them also receive suitable additions at the great 
seasons of the Christian year. In a word, let it 
be a principle that the master and the mistress 
of the house cannot be religious by themselves. 
They must have a Christian household, or else 
deserve to be themselves accounted godless. 

Truly happy is that house where angry voices 
smd dark looks have yielded to the love of breth- 
ren, and from which united praise goes up and 
prayers not hindered, for blessings upon that 
little community in which all are concerned both 
by interest and affection ; a conununity, all the 
members of which help one another by example, 
and counsel, and prayer, to prepare for that 
habitation where all shall be one, and in posses* 
sion of the one eternal life, wherein he perchance 
shall be the highest who was here the lowliest 

These remarks have reference to those duties 
of the newly married which they owe to the 
Church, or their neighbours, or their household. 
Their mutual duties have not been touched upon. 
As to these, then, the following extracts are 

E 
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offered, in addition to the instruction of the ser- 
vice and to former observations. 

" Husbands, love your wives, even as CHRIST 
also loved the Church. Wouldest thou have 
thy wife obedient unto thee, as the Church is to 
Christ ? Take then thyself the same provident 
care for her, as Christ takes for the Church. 
Yea, even if it shall be needful for thee to give 
thy life for her, yea, and to be cut into ten thou- 
sand pieces, yea, and to endure and imdergo 
any suffering whatever, — ^refuse it not. Though 
thou shouldest undergo all this, yet wilt thou 
not— no, not even then — have done anything 
like Christ. For thou indeed art doing it for 
one to whom thou art already knit ; but He for 
one who turned her back on Him, and hated 
Him. In the same way, then, as He laid at His 
feet her who turned her back on Him, who hated, 
and spumed, and disdained Him, not by menaces, 
nor by violence, nor by terror, nor by anything 
else of the kind, but by His imwearied affection ; 
so also do thou behave thyself towards thy wife.*** 

" And the wife see that she reverence her hus- 
band. The wife is a second authority ; let not 
her then demand equality, for she is under the 
head ; nor let him despise her as being in sub- 
jection, for she is the body; and if the head 
despise the body, it will itself also perish.*^ 

» S. Chrys. Horn, on Eph. r. , Lib. Fathers, p. 315. « lb. p. 3ai. 
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And the breach of duty by one does not release 
the other, but rather calls for greater love and 
stricter fulfilment of obligations. 

" ' But what,' one may say, * if a wife reverence 
me not ?' Never mind, thou art tp love ; fulfil 
thine own duty. For though others do not do 
theirs of course, we ought of course to do ours. 
For instance, he says, 'submitting yourselves 
one to another in the fear of Christ.' And 
what, then, if another submit not himself ? Still 
obey thou the law of GoD. Just so, I say, is it 
also here. Let the wife, at least, though she be 
not loved,, still reverence notwithstanding, that 
nothing. may lie at her door ; and let the hus- 
band, though his wife reverence him not, still 
show her love notwithstanding, that he himself 
be not wanting in any point For each has 
received his own*"^ 

Then, as to that fruitful source of misunder- 
standing, which should be the last to trouble the 
married — questions as to property and the rights 
of each— the same saint writes : ^ Why, thou hast 
no longer a body of thine own, and hast thou 
money of thine own ? After marriage ye are no 
longer twain, but are become one flesh, and are 
then your possessions twain, and not one ? Oh, 
that love of money 1 Ye are both become one 
man, one living creature ; and dost thou still 

> S. Ouys^ Horn, on Eph. v., Lib. of Faitiieis, p. 393. 
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talk of 'mine ownP Cursed and unhallowed 
word that it is, the devil introduced it. Things 
far nearer and dearer to us than these hath GOD 
made all common to us, and are these, then, not 
common ? We cannot say, * My own light, my 
own sun, my own water :' all our greater bless- 
ings are common, and are riches not so ? Perish 
the riches ten thousand times over 1 or, rather, 
not the riches, but those tempers of mind which 
know Dot how to make use of riches, and yet 
esteem them above all things !^ '^ Banish from 
that soul the Mine and Thine. And if she say, 
* My things,' say * What say you are thine ? For 
I do not know, not having anything . private. 
How then say you Mine, when all are thine ? 
All things are thine and I am thine.' "^ 

Indeed, such sad disputes as this holy Father 
tries to provide against by such teaching appear 
doubly sinful when we remember that one of the 
objects of marriage is the extinction of selfish- 
ness. Holy matrimony is the school of unsel- 
fishness. The entire union of the married is the 
only real marriage. Diverse interests, feelings, 
wishes, are contrary to its very being. Those 
whom God has joined are to forget self, to lose 
self, in order to find and be found in each other. 

Indeed, it would seem that nothing short of 
such an tmity can keep marriage pure. The 

1 S. Chrys. Horn, on Eph. y.. Lib. of Fathexs, p. 333. 
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reason why there is no sin, nothing defiling, in 
the position of man and wife, is that they are no 
more twain, but one. 

And here it may perhaps be said with advan- 
tage, that on this principle, the conversation of 
man and wife may innocently embrace whatever 
the thoughts of either may innocently entertain. 
They may speak, when need is, without shame, 
of tilings which they may think of without 
shame. Both are one, and so they may be open 
with each other, heart to heart, and mind to 
mind. But how can there be unity enough to 
prevent defilement where there is not unity suffi- 
cient to destroy division, and selfish claims of 
right, and differing interests and desires ? 

But, alas ! even with the greatest affection, 
and with tmselfish love, there will arise at first 
little dissatisfactions and disappointments in 
each other. It comes of human infirmity both 
that too much should be expected, and that less 
than is right should be afforded. Indeed, the 
more ardent the love, the more keenly will little 
failings be felt, the more disappointing they will 
be. Especially if there be any trifling slight, or 
carelessness, or warmth of temper in word or 
manner, will it cut the deeper because that which 
it cuts is soft, melting with affection. And thus 
it happens that at the outset of married life love 
is blunted or quickened, sympathy and openness 
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are shut out or increased, greatly according as 
these slight Urst differences are treated. 

"Let man and wife," says Bishop Jeremy 
Taylor, " be careful to stifle little things, that as 
fast as they spring, they be cut down and trod 
upon ; for, if they be suffered to grow by numbers, 
they make the spirit peevish, and the society 
troublesome, and the affections loose and easy, 
by an habitual aversation. Some men are more 
vexed with a fly than with a wound ; and when 
the gnats disturb one's sleep, and the reason is 
disquieted, but not perfectly awakened, it is 
often seen that he is fuller of trouble than if, in 
the daylight of his reason, he were to contest 
with a potent enemy. In the frequent little 
accidents of a family, a man's reason cannot 
always be awake ; and when his discourses are 
imp^ect, and a trifling trouble makes him yet 
more restless, he is soon betrayed to the violence 
of passion. It is certain that the man or woman 
are in a state of weakness and folly then, when 
they can be troubled with a trifling accident ; 
and therefore it is not good to tempt their afifec* 
tions when they are in that state of danger. In 
this case the caution is, to subtract fuel from 
the sudden flame; for stubble, though it be 
quickly kindled, yet it is as soon extinguished, 
if it be not blown by a pertinacious breath, or 
fed with new materials. Add no new provoca- 
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tions to the accident, and do not inflame this, 
and peace will soon return, and the discontent 
will pass away soon, as the sparks from the 
collision of a flint ; ever remembering that dis- 
contents proceeding from daily little things do 
breed a secret, undiscemible disease, which is 
more dangerous than a fever proceeding from 
a discerned notorious surfeit." And before, more 
particularly, and most beautifully (speaking of 
early troubles,) he writes : " Man and wife are 
equally concerned to avoid all offences of each 
other in the beginning of their conversation ; 
every little thing can blast an infant blossom ; 
and the breath of the south can shake the little 
rings of the vine, when first they begin to curl 
like the locks of a new-weaned boy ; but when 
by age and consolidation they stiffen into the 
hardness of a stem, and have, by the warm 
unbraces of the sun, and the kisses of heaven, 
brought forth their clusters, they can endure the 
storms of the north, and the loud noises of a 
tempest, and yet never be broken : so are the 
early unions of an unfixed marriage — ^watchful 
and observant, jealous and busy, inquisitive and 
careful, and apt to take alarm at every unkind 
word. For infirmities do not manifest them- 
selves in the first scenes, but in the succession 
of a long society ; and it is not chance or weak- 
ness when it appears at first, but it is want of 



56 EARLY MARRIED LIFE. 

love or prudence, or it will be so expounded ; 
and that which appears ill at first usually 
affrights the inexperienced man or woman, who 
makes unequal conjectures, and fancies mighty 
sorrows by the proportions of the new and early 

unkindness After the hearts of the man 

and the wife are endeared and hardeneH by a 
mutual confidence, and experience longer than 
artifice and pretence can last, there are a great 
many remembrances, and some things present^ 
that dash all little unkindnesses in pieces.*^ 

But perhaps the best medicine for such in- 
firmities is a candid acknowledgment of them. 
Nothing will so endear the offending one, so 
tighten the loosened bands of love, and confirm 
us in faith and patience, under any future like 
trial, as that the person who has spoken or 
acted selfishly, harshly, or hastily, should at 
once acknowledge the fault, and ask forgiveness 
of one who will then count the offence too light 
to deserve pardon, and will say, " I have nothing 
to forgive." 

Where this is not possible at the very time^ 
through business, or the presence of others, let 
it be done at night in connection with private 
prayer. As confession of sin is made to an 
injured God — and let all such instances of un- 
kindness form part of that confession — so also 

1 The Marriage Ring, Part I. 



EARLY MARRIED LIFE. 57 

penitential acknowledgment may be made to 
the person grieved. Thus shall the prayers of 
husband and wife be unhindered by division, 
and claim the promise to the two gathered to- 
gether in Christ's name, which Tertullian ap- 
plies to such devotions.^ Thus, when sleep falls 
upon their eyes, love shall rest upon their hearts, 
and there shall be nothing between them but 
entire affection. Heart will be open to heart — 
two really one. 

What has been said supposes prayers offered 
together ; and even from the first such a practice 
is very naturaL Afterwards there will be farther 
objects of common interest and anxiety ; but 
from the first the married should pray together 
in some portion of their devotions, for help to 
discharge their mutual duties, and for their 
household. This is simply natural. How can 
they who are together in everything else be 
apart in this ? How, in that which is dearest 
to them of all subjects, can they separate ? He 
in Whom both trust, by Whom they were given 
to each other, in Whom they are undivided — 
He whom both seek as their portion for ever, 
is the subject upon which, if silent on all else, 
they could never hold their peace. 

(For Prayers for the Married, see Appendix.) 

* Sec p. 7. 
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OMETIMES God withholds the gift of 
children from those who tenderly love 
each other and long to be parents. 
Surely, when He does so, they may 
pray, subject to God's will, with the holy women 
of old time, that the prayers and promises of the 
Service by which they were united may be effec- 
tuaL It is no sin to pray for that which GOD with- 
holds, if we pray with affectionate willingness to 
embrace His holy will concerning us so soon as we 
shall know it In this spirit, then, let the child- 
less pray earnestly and perseveringly. But if GOD 
answer them not according to their words, and 
refuse their request, as He refused His own Apos- 
tle, let them not think their prayers were vain, 
and that no blessing was in store for them, be- 
cause they received not that which they desired. 
The highest of Goi?'s gifts are those which cross 
our wishes most, and answer our earthly desire 
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with a heavenly calling and grace. He calls the 
afflicted to Himself the Comforter ; the troubled 
to Himself the Rest ; the childless or bereaved 
to Himself, taking the place of father, or mother, 
or wife, or child, as the sun supplies the need of 
the lamp, and perfect strength of the sick man's 
staff. Let the childless praise GOD, because He 
offers Himself to them in a peculiar manner to 
fill all their hearts, to take up all their desires 
and centre and fix them in Himself, Who can 
never fail them. Let them perceive their voca- 
tion to serve Him with more unearthly zeal, 
more bountiful offerings, more frequent devo- 
tions, more self-denying labours. As He has 
given Himself to them in place of children, so 
let them bestow on Him the same, nay rather 
far more, but at the least the same time and la- 
bour, and toil and expenditure, as the bringing 
up of a family would have entailed. Let them 
give aU for One Who will be their All, "all 
for alL'** 

But if the "merciful Lord and heavenly Fa- 
ther, by whose gracious gifts mankind is in- 
creased,'' seems about to bestow the blessing of 
children, not only hope and joy, but deep anxious 
thoughts must at times fill the heart, and have a 
right to enter, have a work to do, a work of pre- 
paration. 

^ Imitation of Christ, book iii. c. 97. 
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The Church would not pray three times each 
week for " women labouring with child," but for 
the " great pain and peril of childbirth," The 
hour of '^trouble" is not a time for repentance, 
often hardly for prayer. 

" Pray thou for her whose prayers to-day 
In sighs of anguish died away." 

She who would have the full consolations of 
faith should meet her hour of darkness as she 
would meet the day of darkness, which indeed 
to her it may soon become. She should dili- 
gently examine herself, and search into her life, 
for some time previously; and collecting all 
which weighs upon her conscience should dis- 
burden her soul, seek and obtain peace before 
the trial comes upon her. This she may do in 
case of any burden or scruples by confession to 
God's Ambassadors of peace, and by " the bene- 
fit of absolution f or otherwise by solemn pri- 
vate confession to GoD before receiving the 
Holy Communion, and by earnestly desiring 
pardon for the sins confessed through the abso- 
lution of the Office and the drinking of the 
'' Blood of the New Testament which was shed 
for many for the remission of sins." 

And so, when pain and anguish come upon 
her, she can say, " I will not fear, for GOD is on 
my side ;" she can suffer patiently the punish- 
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ment of sin, changed by repentance iifto a bless- 
ing ; an affliction like that of the Church when 
she lost Christ for a season to find Him for 
ever ; a figure of this whole life of trouble pass- 
ing away in an hour, and leaving only joy over 
an eternal birth ; and thus whether she Uve she 
will live unto the Lord, or whether she die she 
will die unto the Lord, so that living or dying 
she will be the Lord's. 

The first thought of parents after that of thank- 
fulness should be for the Baptism of the child 
which is bom into the world. They who have 
given to it a life by which.it was ''bom in sin 
and a child of wrath" should never rest until it 
is made a "child of God" and has received the 
new life, the only life which is life. And herein 
parents should not follow the corrupt custom of 
deferring Baptism until the mother can witness 
it, however great such pleasure may be. The 
first duty is to GoD and the child, to seek the 
honour of God and the salvation of the infant 
What if through the parents the child should 
die without Baptism ? Needs there any other 
argument than this? But we must obey the 
Church, which distinctly orders : 

" The curates of every Parish shall often ad- 
monish the people, that they defer not the Bap- 
tism of their children longer than the first or 
second Sunday next after their birth, or other 
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Holy-day following between, unless upon a great 
and reasonable cause, to be approved by the 
Curate.''^ 

And surely it is delight enough for the mother 
to follow with her heart and prayers, and to em- 
brace her child upon its return as a " member of 
Christ, a child of God, and an inheritor of the 
kingdom of heaven.* For this is indeed the first 
kiss, the sweetest ; and of this most fully we 
may say ; — 

" Mysterious to all thought 
A mother's prime of bliss, 

When to her eager lips is bitraght 
Her infant's thrilling kiss. 
O never shall it set, the sacred light 
Which dawns that moment on her tender gaze. 

In the eternal distance blending bright 
Her darfiag's hope and hers, for love and joy add pnue. 

" No need for her to weep, 
Like Thracian wives of yore. 

Save when in rapture still and deep 
Her thankful heart nms o'er. 
They moum'd to trust their treasure on the main. 
Sure of the storm, unknowing of th« guide : 

Welcome to her the peril and the pain. 
For well she knows the home where they may safely hide. 

" She joys that one is bom 
Into a world forgiven. 

Her Fathbr's household to adom, 
Aad dwell widx her in heaven. 



^ First Rubric of the Ministration of Private Baptism of 
Childienin Houses. 
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So liave I seen in spring's bewitching hour, 
When the glad earth is offering all her best, 

Some gentle maid bend o'er a cherish'd flower. 
And wish it worthier on a parentis heart to rest'**- 

In the choice of sponsors let Christian prin- 
ciples, and not woridly customs be the guide. 
Let parents consider the object of this institu- 
tion under the light of the very name, God- 
parents, parents acting for GOD and bringing 
up to God, and read the commission of the 
Church to sponsors at the end of the Office, 
and then they will surely put away all other 
considerations but those of GOD's glory and 
their children's eternal good. They will no longer 
care about pleasing or displeasing others ; and 
still less £ibout worldly advantages; but they 
will simply and singly seek to have such GOD- 
parents for their children as are likely to survive 
themselves, and who are in Christian zeal and 
wisdom able to assist them in bringing up their 
children whOst they live, and to take their places 
if they die. 

It is unnecessary to say to such persons as 
will receive what has been already written, and 
yet it seems wrong to leave unmentioned, that 
the public thanksgiving of Churching should be 
the first step of recovered health. She who has 
not strength to thank Gop has not strength to 

> Christian Year. Third Sunday after Easter. 
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receive her neighbours. God should have the 
first fruits of the new life of one whom He has 
delivered from the gates of death. The offering 
should be regulated not by the custom of society, 
but by the greatness of the benefit, and by the 
means of the offerer. But the best offering is a 
thankful life, a renewed use of a renewed time 
of trial and holy discipline. '' Therefore will I 
call upon Him as long as I live." ^ I will walk 
before the Lord in the land of the living.'^ An- 
other portion of the same psalm teaches to per- 
form, when it is possible, eucharistic acts in 
union with that worship of thanksgiving which 
beyond all others receives the name of the holy 
Eucharist : " I will receive the cup of salvation : 
and call upon the name of the Lord." 

And as such an occasion cannot pass without 
some holy resolution, it should be recorded to- 
gether with its feelings and vows, so as not to 
be forgotten in time of health amidst works and 
pleasures. Our broken vows are often recorded 
against us, because we would not record them 
ourselves for our own protection. We forget 
them, but they are not forgotten. Indeed it 
seems from Holy Scripture and from observa- 
tion also, that the pain and peril of childbirth 
are especially among the things which the de- 
livered "remembereth no more." The godly 
fear of that dark hour, and the Christian joy 
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and thankfulness which follow it, are soon lost 
out of the heart, when they might have pro^ 
duced a holy caution and greater faith and love. 
There should be a register therefore of such 
times, and of the feelings and resolutions be- 
longing to them : and besides this, one which is 
common property, a joint record for husband 
and wife of chastisements and mercies, of mu-* 
tual fears and deliverances, of the sicknesses 
and dangers of each other and of their children, 
to be read when failing faith needs confirmation, 
or love waxed cold requires fresh kindling. 

This journal tnay well be examined on each 
anniversary of marriage, as has been before ad- 
vised. Such an occasion is most fitting for a 
strict inquiry into the whole tenor of married 
life; for self-examination upon the duties of 
husband and wife, and masters and parents and 
neighbours ; upon the degree in which the love 
and service of God retain the upper place in 
heart and life ; and upon the way in which the 
temptations of the married state have been re- 
sisted, and its privileges used. And if such an 
inquiry should seem too penitential and arduous 
for so joyful a day, then let the occasion have 
its vigil, like the feasts of the Church ; and these 
strict duties being cared for previously, the mar* 
riage day itself may be given to unmingled rest 
and holy life. 

F 
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Now one of those privileges which generally 
belong to the married is the continual lesson of 
Christian doctrine which their children supply. 
What, for example, can so fully enable us to 
realize the humility of the Incarnation as the 
contemplation of a weak and helpless infant? 
What can create such interest in the childhood 
and youth of our Blessed Lord, as that con- 
tinual memorial of the truth that His infancy, 
childhood, and youth sanctified those of Chris- 
tians, which parents constantly enjoy? How 
many doctrines are set forth for them in like 
manner ! The freedom of God's gifts instanced 
in His blessing helpless, thoughtless babes with 
His grace ; the secret-working and long-tarrying 
power of the heavenly leaven ; the corruption of 
nature remaining, struggling with grace, and 
vanquished by it ; the declaration, that of such 
as their own children, is the kingdom of God ; 
that the same faith, the same simplicity, the 
same affection and guilelessness, the same need 
and supply of sympathy, the same cheerfulness, 
freedom from care, thankfulness for present joys, 
delight in a father's smile and word of praise or 
simple presence, sorrow and restlessness when 
his face is darkened, or when he withdraws that 
presence ; that these and similar common gifts 
of childhood are the very staple of Christian 
character, the very affections and habits of the 
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children of God. Even their own feelings teach 
parents much of Gospel truth : their sorrow when 
their child offends ; their unwillingness to pun- 
ish ; their afflicting their beloved only when ne- 
cessary, and with not one sorrow more than 
necessary; their joy at their children's peni* 
tence ; their happiness in their perseverance, all 
these are full of Christian doctrine. 

So again, the whole mystery of the ''heart 
self-torturing" is set before parents in their child- 
ren ; their own wilful determination not to be 
comforted, not to be satisfied ; the whole will of 
the sick soul to remain unhealed sooner than 
humble itself when — 

"Thus oft the mournex's wayward heart 
Tempts him to hide his grief and die ; 
Too feeble for Confession's smart. 
Too proud to bear a pitying eye.*** 

These and numberless other truths of infinite 
moment, are continually brought before the pa- 
rent. With the least reflection he perceives 
himself, and God's ways with himself, mirrored 
in the actions and discipline of his children; 
and foolish must he be who, when once his eye 
has filled with thoughts like these, neglects from 
that hour forwards to regard his children as a 
living Gospel, given him to explain and enforce 

> Christian Year. Hymn for Ash-Wednesday. 
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his Giristian faith; given to open at once the 
eye of his mind and the affections of his heart 

Parents should have their thoughts constantly 
upon these things ; and then their children would 
raise, not lower, their mind and affections, by 
suggesting high and holy contemplations, in- 
stead of trifling thoughts and worldly cares : and 
moreover they would learn to look upon the 
children as sacred ; to think of them and treat 
them with more reverence, more religion, more 
as God's, and leiss their own ; or as their own 
the more, the more they are God's. And this 
leads to the treatment of children, a matter 
which seems too large to embrace, yet too im- 
portant and too closely connected with the sub- 
ject entirely to pass by. A few points only can 
be noted. 

The leading principle of education for the pa- 
rent to grasp and fix for ever in his heart and 
mind, and from thence constantly and naturally 
to draw living waters of truth for his child, is 
the doctrine of Baptism. 

The parent requires to master this for himself, 
that he may ever feel, " This is God's child, not 
mine alone." It is the shrine of His presence ; 
with what reverence then to be regarded ! — ^the 
adopted of the Father, member of the Son, 
temple of the Spirit ; and never, never to be 
treated with impatience or abandoned in de- 
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spair. Whatever is done for it, is done for GOD j 
God guiding and blessing every effort ; covering 
the seed and watering it ; warming it with the 
Sun of Righteousness, and quickening it with 
the breath of His Spirit. It is only thus that 
a parent can feel his full responsibility, the 
grounds of hope which are given him that his 
labours shall not be in vain, so far as the law of 
man's free will permits. Parents must make this 
baptismal doctrine their own, imbibe it, become 
ingrained with it, both for guidance in ruling 
their children, and in teaching them. Children 
will not learn a truth, taken up, put on, for a 
time. It must show itself as die faith of the 
teacher, his constant solenm belief and feeling. 
His reverence for the child must teach it rever- 
ence for itself. His remembrance of its holy 
calling and gift must, by look and voice and 
manner, and not as a lesson, declare that call* 
ing and gift to its possessor. In a word, child- 
ren must learn that they are ''members of 
Christ, children of God, and heirs of the king- 
dom of heaven," from seeing that their parents 
love them, reverence them, educate them as such. 
With this conviction their parents must deny 
themselves all that self-indulgence which mars 
the character of the child of God, all encourage-^ 
ment of cleverness to the prejudice of himiility ; 
all selfish unwillingness to punish, or haste in 
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punishing. In caressing or visiting with chas- 
tisement, they will have ever God's WiU before 
themi God's Eye upon them, whilst they act 
calmly, thoughtfully, and on principle. They 
will avoid all gaiety of dress, and everything 
which feeds vanity. They wiU not dare to re- 
gard their children as beautiful objects — feasts 
for their eye and ear. They will keep them 
back, keep them really children until they are 
no longer children. The lovely things which 
they will desire to see in them whilst children 
are the g^ces of childhood. Love, and obe- 
dience, and openness, and reverence, and truth, 
are their beauty and their ornaments. 

Perhaps parents may well consider that they 
have taught their children the chief lesson which 
they need to learn when they have brought them, 
if by God's help they can attain to such a grace, 
to be conscious of the Eye of God and forget 
the eye of man ; to be the same before strangers, 
the same when their teachers are present or 
absent, because God's presence remains the 
same, and this is everything to them. But this 
must be done gently, and by means of oppor- 
tunities, more than by lectures, as for example^ 
before and after childish faults, trials, and sor- 
rows. To show Christ personally as having 
embraced and still embracing them with the 
arms of His mercy, to teach them that the eye 
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of God is the watchfulness of a Father, to pro- 
duce faith in the presence of holy angels, is to 
make a child love, as well as fear, the thought of 
the invisible world. 

And if there be one quality or habit more to 
be wished than another, it is that of openness, a 
readiness to acknowledge faults, which may be 
strengthened by confessing at night those which 
have occurred during the day. Such openness 
of the son towards his father, and of the daugh- 
ter towards her mother, would in after life save 
countless sorrows and sins : but it can only 
e3dst where it has been exercised from the first, 
and has not been checked by haste, and harsh- 
ness, and want of sympathy. 

In all punishment great calmness should be 
used. Punishment should, if possible, be slow 
in its approach, and altogether dispassionate. 
It should be given with a tender heart, and as 
in God's sight, never as the result of natural 
impulse. 

As the child grows up, its Baptism should be 
brought out more and more to it as the source 
of its duties and blessings, responsibilities and 
means of growth in grace. And the anniversary 
of its Baptism should be put before it as its reli- 
gious birthday, a day of devotion and holy joy. 

The earlier a child can be safely confirmed 
and begin to communicate, the better. There 



is nothing in which this age is so unbelieving, 
or which it seeks so little, as a holy childhood. 
The examples of Samuel, and S. John the Bap* 
tist, and of Timothy, and the life-giving and 
redeeming youth of our Blessed JLord, are not 
understood. O that parents would endeavour 
that with their children there should be no 
dreary waste between the spring and summer of 
life ; no second winter, cutting off every bud and 
blossom of early graces! As their day is, so 
should be their strength : and the trials of the 
young need the sacramental grace which the 
Lord bestows, that His little ones may over* 
come them. 

And if all go not well — ^if there be instability 
and disappointing levity, or carelessness, or sel- 
fishness, or disobedience, yet parents must not 
be disheartened. What does their Heavenly Fa- 
ther see in theinselves which will justify their 
being out of heart with their children, or relaxing 
their efforts ? Are they to cease supplying re-^ 
ligious motives because those already proffered 
are forgotten ? Would they, then, have God 
withhold from themselves word, and sacrament, 
sind secret movement of the heart, because the 
world still so readily, and often so exclusively, 
possesses their ear, and thoughts, and wishes ? 

We are all children. Let us be patient and 
hopeful,, as we would enjoy patience and con- 



MARRIED LIF£. 73 



tinuance of favour; Therefore let there be no 
gloom, no forebodings on the countenance. Let 
religion be steadily advanced, but with gentle- 
ness and great allowances ; not so as to weary, 
not so as to estrange. If on the whole the child's 
heart seems pure and true, and all wise means 
are duly used to preserve and train its growing 
character, especially earnest intercession, ear- 
nest united intercession, then parents may indeed 
watch, but not be cast down, whilst watching 
their tender plant Drawn though it be, now 
towards the sun, and now swayed by the winds 
hither and thither, there are higher influences 
at work guarding and training and leading it 
upwards; and strength and righteousness will 
crown its growth. The baptized are God's 
children more than ours. We cannot see His 
work ; but we may believe. He is doing what 
we know not, but that which, if our faith fail not, 
we shall see and rejoice in. 

One great fidling almost all parents share, un* 
willingness to be advised about their children. 
There is nothing which they so much dislike, so 
warmly resent Yet it is very imreasonable, 
nay, very wrong, when the blindness of parents 
to the faults of their children, and to their own 
errors of management is even proverbial ; it is 
very foolish and wrong for persons labouring 
under such infirmities to reject advice. They 
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ought to be very thankful for it ; and although 
they will not lightly, and at every suggestion 
change their plans of education, yet parents will 
do well cardully to consider any reproof or 
counsel which may come to their ears, and even 
to ask it of tried friends and of their spiritual 
guide. More than this, they should at times 
examine themselves, and religiously consider 
their own temper towards, and their treatment 
and control of their beloved children. 

Especially wUl wise parents watch their ser- 
vants. All the care of father and mother is | 
continually ruined by the indulgence and evil 
counsels of servants. The first concealment i 
from parents, the first equivocation — ^nay, the 
first impure thoughts, are too often learned from 
these members of their own household. Little 
does many a mother know, when praying morn- 
ing and evening that the truth and purity of her 
child's heart may ever be preserved, — ^little does 
she know that the springs of its life are already 
defiled ; and that its guardian angel is watching 
with sorrow, and Satan with joy, seeds of hell- 
soil sown, bursting, springing up unto death. 
The eye is as bright as before, and all gay and 
sprightly, and to man's sight unchanged ; but 
the consumption of the soul has begun. If there 
were no other motive, this surely suffices to 
induce parents to choose their servants from 
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character, not acquirements ; and never to cease 
their efforts to make them Christian. 

As the child grows up, other occasions present 
themselves, and those most important, of loving 
it or not loving it in God. The choice of the 
school or means of education is one ; the de- 
cision whether the interests of this world or the 
next are to be paramount The profession or 
course of life is another. In fixing on their 
children's future calling God tries parents, 
whether they will consider or neglect the moral 
weaknesses of their children, the temptations of 
different pursuits, the probabilities of falling 
away to the world, or of persevering for Heaven. 
And in many cases God seems to ask, and ask 
in vain, for some Samuel to be dedicated to the 
service of His altar. He asks by giving children 
to the barren, life to the dying, health to the 
sick ; so as that one branch at least, out of so 
many, seems due to Him to be planted in the 
courts of His House. What more acceptable 
offering can parents make out of their affections 
than a child? what, out of their substance, 
than a labourer for the vineyard, when '' the 
harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are 
few?' 

And for the fulfilment of these and the other 
duties of their position, the married must seek 
earnestly the gift of perseverance. Resolutions 
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and plans made beforehand and at the outset, 
when they come to be faced by the actual diffi- 
culties of life, appear at times ideal and vision- 
ary. Certainly, such plans and resolutions will 
require modification and adaptation from time 
to time ; but the life of the married will need far 
more to be brought into accordance with them 
than they with it The pressure of the world 
will make it hard to observe the laws of the 
Church — the work of life makes it difficult to 
sustain the times of devotion. Servants will so 
often disappoint, that it may seem hopeless to 
contend with the stream of that degeneracy 
which springs from such very hopelessness. 
Temptations also will increase with increasing 
expenses, to stint alms-giving imduly, to be 
keener in gains than he may be who believes 
that it is more blessed to give than to receive.^ 

^ If you truly love your sons, if you show diem a full and 
fatherly sweetness of love ; you should work the more to com- 
mend your sons to God by working righteousness. Nor regard 
him as your children's father who is temporal and weak ; but, 
obtain that Father who is the eternal and strong Father of 
spiritual children. To Him assign the property which you keep 
for your heirs. Let Him be your children's Guardian, Keeper, 
Protector by Divine Majesty against all worldly injuries. Pa- 
trimony entrusted to God the State seizes not, the Treasury 
attacks not, nor does any false accusation in court upset. The 
inheritance is placed in safety which has God for its Guardian. 
This is to provide in future for dear pledges : this is to care for 
future heirs with paternal affection, according to the promise of 
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Surely it will require great watchfulness^ and 
strict self-examination, and earnest prayer, 
not to be taken captive by the world in these 
toils. 

And, who is to have the heart ? is a question 
which the probation of married life puts con- 
stantly ; husband, wife, children, earthly home ? 
Jot the Husband of the soul ? the Giver of every 
good gift ? the eternal home which is Himself, 
His angels, and His saints ? 

To some this trying question is put in a very 
marked and severe manner ; as, for instance, to 
the Clergy in time of pestilence, or by the 
poverty of their families ; and to others in 
persecution. But to most persons this proba- 
tion comes in the quiet course of daily life ; in 
devotions neglected or observed ; in worldly 
advancement, with something wrong, or, at 
the least, hurtful, belonging to it, seized, or 
refused; in the withholding a willing child 
from the priesthood, or anxiously encouraging 
his desire. In such ways that question is put 
and answered which the great Christian law 
involves. 

" He that loveth father or mother more than 
Me, is not worthy of Me : and he that loveth 

holy Scripture which says "I have been young, and now am 
old, yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed 
begging bread.*'— S. Cyp. I>« Op. et Eleemo^yms. 
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son or daughter more than Me, is not worthy 
of Me."i 

And because men seldom answer the strict 
question of this law aright, God in love at first 
afflicts, and at last bereaves them. Hence is 
many a widow ; hence husbands weep for their 
wives, and parents for their children ; that at 
last they may find Him Whom they had lost, 
and love Him Who so loved them. 

It is not always thus, however. If it were, 
we should not see the holy and happy families, 
witii which we meet at times, and which seem 
too bright for this world. 

"And there are souls that seem to dwell 
Above this earth — so rich a spell 
Floats round their steps, where'er they mare. 
From hopes fulfill'd, and mutual love. 
Such, if on high their thoughts are set, 
Nor in the stream the source forget. 
If prompt to qiiit the bliss they know. 
Following the Lamb where'er He go. 
By purest pleasures unbeguiled. 
To idolize or wife or child ; 
Such wedded souls our God shall own 
For faultless virgins round His throne."* 

" Sweet is the smile of home ; the mutual look. 
When hearts are of each other sure ; 
Sweet all the joys that crowd the household nook. 
The haunt of all affections pure ; 

1 S. Matth. z. 37. 

* Christian Year. Wednesday before Easter. 
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Yet in the world even these abide, and we 

Above the world our calling boast : 
Once gain the mountain-top, and thou art free ; 

Tin then, who rest, presume ; who turn to look, are lost."l 

^ Remember the dzys of darkness," says Bishop 
Taylor, when he concludes his counsels to the 
married ; " for they are many." . . . , " It is fit 
that I should infuse a branch of myrrh into the 
festival goblet, and, after the Egyptian manner, 
serve up a dead man's bones at a feast I will 
only show it, and take it away again ; it will 
I make the wine bitter, but wholesome. But those 
I married pairs that live, as remembering that 
' they must part again, and give an account how 
i they treat themselves and each other, shall, at 
that day of their death, be admitted to glorious 
espousals ; and when they shall live again, be 
I married to their Lord, and partake of His glo- 
ries, with Abraham and Joseph, S. Peter and S. 
Paul, and all the married saints* ''AU those 
things that now please us shall pass from us, or 
we from them ; but those things that concern 
the other life, are pennanent as the members of 
eternity ; and although at the resurrection there 
shall be no relation of husband and wife, and no 
marriage shall be cdebratedbut the marriage of 
the Lamb ; yet then shall be r e membered bow 
■ men andwomen passed through this state which 
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is a type of that, and from this sacramental 
union all holy pairs shall pass to the spiritual 
and eternal, where love shall be their portion, 
and joys shall crown their heads, and they shall 
lie in the bosom of Jesus, and in the heart of 
God, to eternal ages. Amen.**^ 

Surely this is enough, even could no more be 
said ; but there are grounds for a pious hope 
that even in heaven the married may be some- 
thing especially near and blessed to each other. 
This the first miracle of the Lord might lead 
us to expect The good wine was given last, 
figuring surely better things in store for marriage 
and for the married, as well as for the perse- 
vering labourer in GOD*s vineyard at the close 
of his labours, and hereafter when he shall 
receive his reward. The negative, the exclusive, 
only, is taken away in Heaven. Here, owing to 
our imperfections, property means what another 
man has no right in ; there, it is the common 
heritage of all ; "All that I have is thine," being 
none the less God's, although bestowed upon 
man. " In such a manner are all things pos- 
sessed by perfect and immortal souls that each 
thing is the property of all, and all of each.*^ 
The married may be specially dear to each other 
in heaven not by any exclusive right, but by a 

1 Marriage Ring, Part II. 

• S. Aug. on S. Luke XV..31. Cat Aur, 



MARRIED LIFE. 8l 



love upon love, a cumulative affection even as 
our Blessed Saviour loved Lazarus and S. 
John, not only as disciples, but as friends. The 
rich man remembered his brothers, being in 
torments ; and from out of the misery of sepa- 
ration from the God of love and all the holy 
sources of affection. How then shall those who 
have been joined to each other by God be 
forgotten in the perfecting and most loving bliss 
of His presence ? 

And although in Heaven they neither marry 
nor are given in marriage, but are as the 
Angels ; yet, as the holy Angels have special 
labours of love and objects of care, so, per- 
chance, the married may not be less like them 
whilst they retain an affection purified and re- 
fined, subservient to the order of Heaven, and 
subordinate to that love which they have for 
Him in Whom visibly and perfectly they live, 
and move, and have their being. 
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DEVOTIONS TO CHAPTER I. 
PRAYERS 

FOR THOSE MEDITATING MARRIAGE. 

REVENT us, O Lord, in all our do- 
ings with Thy most gracious favour, 
and further us with Thy continual 
help ; that in all our works begun, 
continued, and ended in Thee, we may glorify 
Thy holy Name, and finally by Thy mercy ob- 
tain everlasting life ; through jESUS Christ ouf 
Lord. Amen. 

O God, the Creator and Preserver of man- 
kind, who hast instituted the holy estate of 
matrimony, as the only way to continue the 
world, and for the comfort of man's life, under 
the various evils, cares, and labours of it, by the 
mutual society and help that married persons 
ought to have one for the other, both in pros^ 
perity and adversity, and for the good of human 
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society, by preventing many confusions, and 
promoting concord therein : grant that now I 
have thoughts of entering into this state, I may 
so seriously consider the chief end of its insti- 
tution, as not to enterprise the same unadvisedly, 
lightly, or wantonly, to satisfy my carnal lusts 
or appetites ; but reverently, discreetly, advis- 
edly, soberly, and in the fear of God. 

Let me seriously weigh and consider before- 
hand, the solemn vow and promise I shall then 
make, so as never to entertain any thoughts of 
it, without a sincere purpose of heart, and a firm 
resolution of mind to perform the same. 

Let me consider, that, if I marry, my future 
happiness or misery of life will very much 
depend on the choice I make ; that with whom- 
soever I marry, I venture the being happy or 
unhappy all my days ; aiid that I shall be 
obliged, by Thy holy laws, to love my partner, 
and no other, till death. 

O Lord, the Sovereign and wise Disposer of 
all things ! grant I may duly consider that a 
man's heart deviseth a way, and proposeth a 
design to make his life easy and happy : yet 
Thou, O Lord, directest his steps, and deter- 
minest the event, and givest such issues as it 
pleases Thee, and when thou seest fit, many 
times quite contrary to what he intended, or 
persuaded himself of ; I know the way of man 
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is not in himself, it is not in man that walketh, 
to direct his own steps. 

Let me therefore in all my ways acknowledge 
Thee, that Thou mayest vouchsafe to direct my 
path ; let me not trust to my own prudence, 
care, skill, or on any human aid ; but let me 
seek to engage Thy good providence on my 
behalf, and only regard to do my own duty ; 
because the events are Thine, and Thou canst 
turn the fairest prospects of happiness to my 
punishment and misery : and far be it from me, 
O God, to endeavour to rescue them out of Thy 
hand, by fraud, or falsehood, or by using any 
dishonest or imworthy means to bring this or 
any other purpose about ; always remembering, 
that he that walketh uprightly, walketh surely. 
And let me wait Thy time, and think that always 
best ; for Thou only knowest what things are 
joined to, and are the consequences of other, 
and what.is fittest for me, and for my greatest 
happiness ; and hast promised that all things 
shall work together for good to those that love 
Thee : in confidence hereof, let me rest satisfied 
with that state and condition (whatever it be) 
that Thou in Thy wisdom and goodness shalt 
order me. O Lord, vouchsafe to hear my 
prayersy which I offer through the mediation of 
Jesus Christ^ my Saviour. Amen.— AVw 
Manual. 
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DEVOTIONS TO CHAPTER II. 
PRAYERS 

TO BE SAID BY A MAIDEN BEFORE SHE ENTER 
INTO THE STATE OF MARRIAGE. 

I. 

O MOST glorious God, and my most indulgent 
Lord, and gracious Father ; Who dost bless us 
by Thy bounty, pardon us by Thy mercy, sup- 
port and guide us by Thy grace, and govern us 
sweetly by Thy providence : I give Thee most 
humble and hearty thanks, that Thou hast hi- 
therto preserved me in my virgin state with 
innocence and chastity, in a good name, and a 
modest report It is Thy goodness alone, and 
the blessed emanation of Thy Holy Spirit, by 
which I have been preserved : and to Thee I 
return all praise and thanks, and adore and love 
Thy goodness infinite. 

IL 

And now, O Lord, since by Thy dispensation 
and overruling providence I am to change my 
condition, and enter into the holy state of mar« 
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riage, which Thou hast sanctified by Thy Insti- 
tution, and blessed by Thy Word and Promises, 
and raised up to an excellent mystery that it 
might represent the Union of Christ and His 
Church ; be pleased to go along with Thy ser- 
vant in my entering into, and passing through 
this state, that it may not be a state of temp- 
tation or sorrow, by occasion of my sins or 
infirmities, but of holiness and comfort) as Thou 
hast intended it to all that love and fear Thy 
holy name. 

III. 

Lord, bless and preserve that dear Person 
whom Thou hast chosen to be my Husband : 
let his life be long and blessed, comfortable and 
holy : and let me also become a great blessing 
and comfort unto him, a sharer in all his joys, a 
refreshment in all his sorrows, a meet helper for 
him in all accidents and chances of the world. 
Make me amiable for ever in his eyes, and very 
dear to him. Unite his heart to me in the 
dearest union of love and holiness ; and mine 
to him in all sweetness, and charity, and compli- 
ance. Keep from me all morosity and ungen- 
tleness, all suUenness and harshness of disposi- 
tion, all pride and vanity, all discontentedness 
and unreasonableness of passion and humour ; 
and make me humble and obedient, charitable 
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and loving, patient and contented, useM and 
observant ; that we may delight in each other 
according to Thy Uessed word and ordinance^ 
and bbth of us may rejoice in Thee, having our 
portion in the love and service of God for ever 
and ever. 

IV. 

O blessed Father, never suffer any mistakes 
or discontent, any distrustfulness or sorrow, 
any trifling arrests of fancy, or tmhandsome 
accidents to cause any unkindness between us : 
but let us so dearly love, so affectionately ob- 
serve, so religiously attend to each other's good 
and content, that we may always please Thee, 
and by this learn and practise our duty and 
greatest love to Thee, and become mutual helps 
to each other in the way of godliness ; that 
when we have received the blessings of a mar- 
ried life, the comforts of society, the endear- 
ments of a holy and great affection, and the 
dowry of blessed children, we may for ever 
dwell together in the embraces of Thy love and 
glories, feasting in the marriage-supper of the 
Lamb to eternal ages, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen, Amen.* 

1 Bp. Jeremy Taylor. 
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PENITENTIAL PREPARATION FOR SUCH 

AS REQUIRE IT. 

Assist me, blessed Lord, in the trial and im- 
partial examination of my heart, and of all the 
actions of my life ; in the full confession of all 
my sins, with the tears of true penitence and 
godly sorrow for them ; in my prayers for mercy 
and pardon of them, and for grace to be sanc- 
tified against them. O hear in Heaven, and be 
merciful unto me, forgive me my sins, and heal 
my soul, through the merits and mediation of 
my dearest Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.* 

LESSON. 
Heb. iy. X9, 13. 

For the word of God is quick, and power- 
fuly and sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul 
and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is 
a discemer of the thoughts and intents of the 
heart Neither is there any creature that is 
not manifest in His sight : but all things are 

> Dr. Sheriock. 
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naked and opened unto the eyes of Him with 
whom we have to do. 

When man accuses, God excuses ; when man 
condemns, GOD absolves. In that measure in 
which you have not spared yourself, believe, 
that God will spare you.^ 

This I will do : 

I will confess my wickedness, and be sorry 
for my sins. 

I will stand aloof with the publican, and 
smite my breast, and say, Lord, be merciful to 
me a sinner. 

I will return with the prodigal, and say, 
Father, I am not worthy to be called Thy 
child : make me as one of Thy hired servants. 

I will not suffer mine eyes to sleep, nor mine 
eyelids to slumber, till I have, by the mediation 
of Thy dear SON, obtained my pardon. 

And what shall I say more ? I will pour out 
my prayers in the bitterness of my spirit ; and 
if my dry eyes want tears, I will call unto my 
heart for tears of blood, wherewith I may sup- 
ply them. 

And therefore now, Lord, call my sins to my 
remembrance : and when Thou hast done so, 
blot them out of Thy remembrance, and pardon 
me.8 

» Tertull. de Pasn. ix. « Bp. Jeremy Taylor. 
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Here institute examination, 

O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Living 
God, Who with Thy hands stretched upon the 
Cross, didst for the redemption of all men drink 
the cup of Thy passion, be merciful to me a 
miserable sinner. Lo, poor I come to Thee 
rich, wretched to Thee merciful. I acknowledge 
against myself my iniquity. Behold, LORD, 
that I was conceived and bom in sin, and Thou 
didst wash me and sanctify me, and afterwards 
I defiled myself with greater offences. For I 
was bom in necessary sin, afterwards involved 
in voluntary : but Thou, O Lord, mindful of 
Thy mercy, didst not reject Itte from Thy face, 
but didst blot out all my iniquities. But I, un- 
grateful for so many benefits, have committed 
many unlawful things, have perpetrated many 
imrighteous acts, and when I ought to have 
amended my sins, I added sins to sins. 

Here recount your sins, how many and how 

great. 

These are my sins, O Lord, with which I 
have dishonoured Thee, and defiled myself, 
whom Thou didst create after Thine image and 
likeness. These they are, and many others 
hidden to my mind, with which my miserable 
soul is vexed and afflicted, torn and destroyed. 
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Behold, Lord, my iniquities have gone up over 
my head, and are a heavy burden pressed down 
upon me. .... Have mercy upon Thy son, 
whom Thou hast redeemed with Thy precious 
blood, and consider not my evil so as to forget 
Thy goodness. What father is there who will 
not free his son ? Or what son whom the father 
chasteneth not? Therefore, O Father and 
Lord, although I am a sinner, I cannot but be 
Thy son, since Thou hast made me and remade 
me. Can a mother forget the child of her 
womb ? And, in truth, though she shall forget. 
Thou hast promised that Thou forgettest not 
Be reconciled, then, and have mercy upon me, 
and turn not awaf Thy face from me, Who to 
redeem me didst not turn away Thy face from 
those who did revile and spit upon Thee. . . . 
Remember not Thy wrath against the gfuilty, 
but be mindful of Thy mercy towards the mi- 
serable. Forget the proud provoking, and look 
upon the wretched invoking.^ 

GENERAL CONFESSION. 

Woe, woe unto me, O God ; that being a 
creature of Thine, and made by Thee capable 
of enjoying everlasting felicity, I have lived so 

^ From devotions in the ** Imitatio Christi." Ed. Frankfort, 
1845.. 



APPENDIX. 93 

wickedly and lewdly, that unless Thy mercy 
prevent it, I shall utterly forfeit the very end of 
my creation. 

But I repent, O my GOD ; I repent. 

I am utterly ashamed of it. 

Lord, be Thou merciful to me, a sinner. 

Woe, woe unto me, O God ; that as I grew 
up the seeds of corruption, which I brought 
with me into the world, grew up along with me ; 
and by insensible degrees, (which I observed 
not,) pride, and folly, and lust took possession 
of me, and sin hath reigne^ in my mortal body. 

But I repent, O my GOD ; I repent 
I am infinitely confounded at it 
Lord, be Thou merciful to me, a sinner. 

Woe, woe unto me, O God ; that being 
washed in the waters of Baptism, from the guilt 
of that original corruption which I brought 
with me into the world, I have, since that time, 
so many ways actually defiled myself, that I can 
no longer pretend by any former contract with 
Thee, that I am either a child of Thine, a mem- 
ber of Thy Christ, or an heir of the kingdom 
of Heaven. 

But I repent, O my God ; I repent. 

I am utterly confounded at it 

Lord, be Thou merciful to me, a sinner. 



i 
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Woe, woe unto me, O God ; that being far- 
ther bound by that most solenm vow utterly to 
forsake the sinful lusts of the flesh, I have, 
instead of forsaking them, pursued and hunted 
after them ; and when other temptations have 
failed, I have been apt enough to kindle my 
own fire, and to be a tempter to myself. 

But I repent, O my God ; I repent. 

I hate, and loathe, and abhor myself for it. 

Lord, be Thou merciful to me, a sinner. 

Woe, woe unto me, O God ; that being made 
according to Thine Image, (the greatest honour 
that could be done Thy creature,) I have dashed 
so many blurs, and spots, and foul sins upon it, 
so defaced all the lines and features of it, that 
unless Thy Holy Spirit please to renew that 
Image in me again, I tremble to think what I 
must one day hear : Depart from Me, I know 
you not. 

But I repent, O my God ; I repent. 
I am ashamed and confounded at it. 
Lord, be Thou merciful to me, a sinner. 

Woe, woe unto me, O God ; that being en- 
dowed with memory, to serve as a magazine to 
treasure up Thy precepts and holy counsels in, 
I have stuffed it so miserably full with the ideas 
of former vanities and sin, that I have left no 
room for Thee at all. 
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But I repent, O my God ; I repent. 
I infinitely condemn myself for it. 
Lord, be Thou merciful to me, a sinner. 

Woe, woe unto me, O God ; that having 
received a heart from Thee to be the seat of 
clean and holy affections, and the only temple 
for Thy Holy Spirit to dwpll in, I have so un- 
worthily abused and altered the property of it, 
that it is now become a den of thieves, and an 
unhandsome receptacle of all uncleanness. 

But I repent, O my God ; I repent. 

I hate, and loathe, and abhor myself for it 

Lord, be Thou merciful to me, a sinner. 

Woe, woe unto me, O God ; that my wretched 
heart being corrupted, my imagination hath run 
wildly after, with, a swarm of vain and sinful 
thoughts, which, like importunate flies, being 
driven away, light again and again upon my 
distracted soul, and intermingle with the best of 
my devotions. 

But I repent, O my God ; I repent 

I am infinitely troubled and grieved for it 

Lord, be Thou merciful to me, a sinner. 

Woe, woe unto me, O God ; that mine eyes 
being. greedy after vanity, have been upon all 
occasions as open windows to let in sin ; but 
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when by the same way they should have issued 
out penitential tears, to wash away the stains 
those sins have made, there hath been no pass- 
age found for them. 

But I repent, O my GoD; I repent 
I am inwardly grieved, and deplore myself 
for it 
Lord, be Thou merciful to me, a sinner. 

Woe, woe unto me, O God ; that for the en- 
tertaining of vain conversation, I have left mine 
ears too often open to light, and vain, and sinful 
discourse ; and in all my inquiries have heark- 
ened more to what the world saith abroad, than 
to what Thy Holy Spirit and my own con- 
science saith within me. 

But I repent, O my GOD ; I repent 
I accuse, and judge, and condemn myself 
for it 
Lord, be Thou merciful to me, a sinner. 

Woe, woe unto me, O God ; that having so 
often received those inestimable pledges of Thy 
love, the precious Body and Blood of Thy dear 
Son, in the Holy Sacrament, I have been so 
unwary as to admit my former sins under the 
same roof with Thee, and have unhappily done 
what lay in me to. drive Thee from me. 
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But I repent, O my GoD ; I repent. 

I am infinitely ashamed at it. 

Lord, be Thou merciful to me, a sinner. 

Woe, woe unto me, O GOD ; that my repent- 
ance, the only plank left me in the shipwreck of 
my soul, hath been so weak, so slight, and so 
unsteady, that every small blast of a new temp- 
tation hath been able to drive me from it ; and 
by frequent relapses into sin, gives me cause 
enough to repent even of my vain repentance. 

But I repent again, O GoD ; again I repent. 
I hate, and loathe, and abhor myself for it. 
Lord, be Thou merciful to me, a sinner. 

Woe, woe unto me, O God ; that Thy Holy 
Spirit I have grieved, Thy counsels I have re- 
jected. Thy motions I have quenched ; and have 
entertained the lusts and vanities of this life 
with far more earnest and passionate affections 
than all Thy holy inspirations. 

But I repent, O my GOD ; I repent. 

I am utterly ashamed and confounded at it. 

Lord, be Thou merciful to me, a sinner. 

Woe, woe unto ipe, O God ; that having thus 
far opened my guilty heart before Thee, I have 
left so many sins behind, that I cannot number 
them : some that I have really forgot ; some 

H 
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that I would forget if my conscience would give 
me leave. Sins known, that I cannot conceal ; 
and sins secret, such as I have taken so much 
care to hide from others, that they are now be- 
come hidden from myself. But whatsoever they 
are, or wheresoever they are registered ; whe- 
ther in my own conscience or any other record 
that may be proved against me in the Day of 
Judgment; I csdl the whole court of Heaven to 
witness. 
That I do sadly repent myself of them all : 
That I do abhor myself for them all : 
That I resolve steadfastly to renounce them 
all: 

Lord, be Thou merciful to me a sinner. 
Amen, Amen.' 

ACT OF CONTRITION. 

For I am grieved, O my God, I am grieved, 
passionately, heartily grieved, that ever I of- 
fended Thee ; 

That I, the work of Thy hands, have sinned 
against Thee, my Maker ; 

That I, the price Of Thy Blood, have sinned 
against Thee, my jESUS ; Who hadst so much 
love for me, as to be content to die for me ; 

That I, the chosen temple of Thy HOLY 

* Bp. Jeremy Taylor. 
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Spirit, have sinned against Him Who sancti- 
fied me. 

For this I grieve and mourn, and my heart 
is wounded within me. 

And having done all this, yet I have not done ; 
for stiU I am grieved : grieved that I can grieve 
no more, that my head is not a continual spring, 
and mine eyes fountains of tears. 

Woe is me, wretch that I am, that I, who 
have been so easy, so forward, so eager to sin, 
should be so untoward, so heavy, so imable to 
repent 

Woe is me, that I should be still so drowsy, 
so dead asleep in sin, that I should not be yet 
awake, and sensible of the condition I am in. 

O that I had died before my unworthy soul 
had given way to those first sins, which have 
drawn so foul a train after them. 

But, O my God, though I cannot wait on 
Thee among the innocent, yet deny me not a 
room among the penitent^ 

That it may please Thee, O Lord, by the 
influences of Thy Divine grace upon my stony 
heart, to dissolve the same into a flood of tears ; 
and that I may perform all the sacred acts and 
offices of true repentance, unto the remission of 
all my sins, through the merits and mediation 
of Jesus Christ. 

> Bp. Jeremy Taylor. 
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O Lord God, Who desirest not the death of 
a sinner, but rather that he should turn from 
his sin and be saved ; mercifully forgive us our 
trespasses, receive and comfort us, who are 
grieved and wearied with the burden of our 
sins. Turn Thine anger from us, who meekly 
acknowledge our vileness, and truly repent us of 
our faults : and so make haste to help us in this 
world, that we may ever live with Thee in the 
world to come, through Jesus Christ. 

O merciful Lord, to Whom chiefly it apper- 
taineth to forgive sins, and by Whom alone the 
souls of true penitents are absolved from all 
their offences; wash me, O wash my unclean 
soul in the fountain of Thine inexhaustible 
mercy, through faith in the Blood of my dear 
Redeemer jESUS Christ.* 

Thou hast prepared for me a more healthful 
sorrow : O deny not Thy servant when he begs 
sorrow of Thee. Give me a deep contrition for 
my sins, a hearty detestation and loathing of 
them, hating them worse than death vnth tor- 
ments. Give me grace entirely, presently, and 
for ever to forsake them ; to walk with care 
and prudence, with fear and watchfulness all 
my days ; to do all my duty with diligence and 
charity, with zeal and a never-fainting spirit ; 
to redeem the time, to trust upon Thy mercies, 

' Dr. Sherlock. 
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to make use of all the instruments of grace, to 
work out my salvation with fear and trembling : 
that Thou mayest have the glory of pardoning 
all my sins, and I may reap the fruit of all Thy 
mercies, and all Thy graces, of Thy patience 
and long-suffering, even to live a holy life here, 
and to reign with Thee for ever, through jESUS 
Christ our Lord. Amen.' 

I here resolve rather to die the death, than 
ever wilfully to sin against Thee more, 

I do here resolve utterly to avoid the tempta- 
tions and approaches towards those former sins 
which have hitherto so miserably betrayed me. 

And now, O Thou great Searcher of all 
hearts. Who seest that I am of myself weak and 
mutable ; and no better than a reed shaken 
with the wind, — O show Thy strength in my 
weakness, fasten and confirm me in these good 
purposes ; and so bind them with cords unto 
Thine Altar, that I may never start from Thee 
more, or be any longer of that herd, whose good 
resolutions are as a dream in the night ; or, if 
they last longer, they are but as the next morn- 
ing dew, and as soon vanish away. 

O give me the resolution of Thy servant 
Joshua: — "I and my house will serve the 
Lord.** 

O give me the heart of Thy servant David, 

^ Bp. Jeremy Ta^or, 
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who SO passionately makes his protestation : — 
'' I will take no wicked thing in hand, I hate 
the sins of unfaithfulness, there shall no such 
cleave unto me." 

I will walk in my house with a perfect heart 

I have sworn, and am steadfastly purposed, 
to keep Thy righteous judgments. 

Lord, I am not able to think one of these 
good thoughts without Thee; much less to 
resolve upon them. 

But I, who without Thee am able to do no- 
thing, may venture to say, as Thine Apostles 
did, that in Thee I am able to do all things. 

Lord, give me the strength to do what 
Thou requirest, and require of me what Thou 
pleasest.^ Amen. 

> Bp. Jeremy Taylor. 
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DEVOTIONS TO CHAPTER III. 

OFFICE FOR THE EVENING OR MORNING 
PRECEDING MARRIAGE. 

Our Father, which art in heaven> hallowed be 
Thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done in earthy as; it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our tres- 
passes, as we forgive them that trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation ; but de- 
liver us from eviL For Thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, for ever and even 
Amen. 

When I call to mind the days of my vanity, 
and the sins of my younger and wanton years : 
when I commime with mine own heart, and 
search out my spirits : 

When I remember how little a portion of my 
time hath been employed in the service of my 
God ; and how much hath been spent in the 
service of sin and Satan, and the fulfilling of 
mine own unruly lusts : 

When I consider how small, or no treasure 
of good works I have laid up in Heaven, and 
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what a mass of sinful works I have treasured 
up against the day of wrath ; *^ My spirit is 
wounded within me, and my heart within me is 
desolate f my flesh trembleth for fear of Thee ; 
" and I am afraid of Thy judgments.** 

'* Call to remembrance, O Lord, Thy tender 
mercies : and Thy loving-kindnesses, which 
have been ever of old." 

"O, remember not the sins and offences of 
my youth, nor of my riper years : O deal not 
with me after my sins, neither reward me after 
mine iniquities : but according to Thy mercy 
think Thou upon me, O Lord, for Thy good- 
ness." 

And as Thou tellest my flittings : so put my 
tears into Thy botde : that, as my sins, so my 
sorrows for sin may be noted in Thy book. 

Assist me to redeem that precious time, which 
I have too much misspent in vanity and iniquity. 

" O, spare me a little, that I may recover my 
strength : before I go hence, and be no more 
seen."' 

PSALM XLV. 

My heart is inditing of a good matter : I 
speak of the things which I have made unto the 
King. 

My tongue is the pen : of a ready writer. 

> Dr. Sherlock. 
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Thou art fairer than the children of men : 
full of grace are Thy lips, because GOD hath 
blessed Thee for ever. 

Gird Thee with Thy sword upon Thy thigh, 
O Thou most mighty : according to Thy wor- 
ship and renown. 

Good luck have Thou with Thine honour : 
ride on, because of the word of truth,- of meek- 
ness, and righteousness : and Thy right hand 
shall teach Thee terrible things. 

Thy arrows are very sharp, and the people 
shall be subdued unto Thee : even in the midst 
among the King's enemies. 

Thy seat, O GOD, endureth for ever: the 
sceptre of Thy kingdom is a right sceptre. 

Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated 
iniquity : wherefore God, even Thy God, hath 
anointed Thee with the oil of gladness above 
Thy fellows. 

All Thy garments smell of myrrh, aloes, and 
cassia : out of the ivory palaces, whereby they 
have made Thee glad. 

Kings' daughters were among Thy honourable 
women : upon Thy right hand did stand the 
Queen in a vesture of gold, wrought about with 
divers colours. 

Hearken, O daughter, and consider, incline 
thine ear : forget also thine own people, and 
thy father's house. 



So shall the King have pleasure in thy beauty : 
for He is thy LORD Gor>> and worship thou Him. 

And the daughter of Tyre shall be there with 
a gift : like as the rich also among the people 
shall make their supplication before Thee. 

The King's daughter is all-glorious within : 
her clothing is of wrought gold. 

She shall be brought unto the King in raiment 
of needlework : the virgins that be her fellows 
shall bear her company, and shall be broij^kt 
unto Thee. 

With joy and gladness shall they be brought : 
and shall enter into the King's palace. 

Instead of thy fathers thou shalt have chil- 
dren : whom thou mayest make princes in all 
lands. 

I will remember Thy Name from one gene- 
ration to another : therefore shall the people 
give thanks unto Thee, world without end. 

LESSON I. 
S. Matth. xix. 3 — 9. 

The Pharisees also came unto Him, tempting 
Him, and saying unto Him, Is it lawful for a 
man to put away his wife for every cause? 
And He answered and said unto them. Have 
ye not read, that He which made them at the 
beginning made them male and female. And 
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said, For this cause shall a man leave father 
and mother, and shall cleave to his wife : and 
they twain shall be one flesh ? Wherefore they 
are no more twain, but one flesh. What there- 
fore God hath joined together, let not man put 
asunder. They say unto Him, Why did Moses 
then command to give a writing of divorcement, 
and to put her away? He said unto them, 
Moses because of the hardness of your hearts 
suffered you to put away your wives : but from 
the beginning it was not so. And I say unto 
you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except 
it be for fornication, and shall marry another, 
committeth adultery : and whoso marrieth her 
which is put away doth commit adultery. 



PSALM XVI. 

Preserve me, O God : for in Thee have I put 
my trust 

O my soul, thou hast said unto the Lord : 
Thou art my God, my goods are nothing unto 
Thee. 

All my delight is upon the Saints, that are in 
the earth : and upon such as excel in virtue. 

But they that nm after another god : shall 
have great trouble. 

Their drink-offerings of blood will I not offer : 
neither make mention of their names within my 
lips. 
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The Lord Himself is the portion of mine in- 
heritance, and of my cup : Thou shalt maintain 
my lot. 

The lot is fallen unto me in a fair ground : 
yea, I have a goodly heritage. 

I will thank the Lord for giving me warning : 
my reins also chasten me in the night-season. 

I have set God always before me : for He is 
on my right hand, therefore I shall not faU. 

Wherefore my heart was glad, and my glory 
rejoiced : my flesh also shall rest in hope. 

For why ? Thou shalt not leave my soul in 
hell : neither shalt Thou suffer Thy Holy One 
to see corruption. 

Thou shalt show me the path of life ; in Thy 
presence is the fulness of joy : and at Thy right 
hand there is pleasure for evermore. 

LESSON II. 
I Cor. vii. 29 — 31. 

But this I say, brethren, the time is short : it 
remaineth, that both they that have wives be as 
though they had none : and they that weep, 
as though they wept not ; and they that rejoice, 
as though they rejoiced not ; and they that 
buy, as though they possessed not ; and they 
that use this world, as not abusing it : for the 
fashion of this world passeth away. 



APPENDIX. 109 



MATRIMONY. 

There is an awe in mortals' joy, 

A deep mysterious fear 
Half of the heart will still employ, 

As if we drew too near 
To Eden's portal, and those fires 
Thai bicker round in wavy spires. 
Forbidding, to our frail desires. 

What cost us once so dear. 

We cower before th' heart-searching eye 

In rapture, as in pain : 
Even wedded Love, till Thou be nigh. 

Dares not believe her gain : 
Then in the air she fearless springs, 
The breath of Heaven beneath her wings. 
And leaves her wood-note wild, and sings 

A tuned and measured strain. 

Ill fare the lay, though soft as dew, 

And free as air it fall. 
That, with Thine altar full in view. 

Thy votaries would enthral 
To a foul dream, of heathen night, 
Lifting her torch in Love's despite, 
And scaring with base wildfire light 

The sacred nuptial hall. 
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Far other strains, far other fires, 

Our marriage offering grace : 
Welcome all chaste and kind desires, 

With even matron pace 
Approaching down the hallowed aisle ! 
Where should ye seek Love's perfect smile, 
But where your prayers were learn'd erewhile, 

In her own native place ? 

Where, but on His benig^nest brow. 

Who waits to bless you here ? 
Living, He own'd no nuptial vow, 

No bower to fancy dear : 
Love's very self — for Him no need 
To nurse, on earth, the heavenly seed : 
Yet comfort in His eye we read 

For bridal joy and fear. 

'Tis He who clasps the marriage band, 

And fits the spousal ring. 
Then leaves ye kneeling, hand in hand, 

Out of His stores to bring 
His Father's dearest blessing, shed 
Of old on Isaac's nuptial bed. 
Now on the board before ye spread 

Of our all-bounteous King. 

All blessings of the breast and womb, 
Of heaven and earth beneath. 
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Of converse high, and sacred home, 

Are yours, in life and death. 
Only kneel on, nor turn away 
From the pure shrine, where Christ to-day 
Will store each flower, ye duteous lay. 

For an eternal wreath;^ 



COLLECTS. 

Prevent us, O Lord, in all our doings with 
Thy most gracious favour, and further us with 
Thy continual help ; that in all our works begun, 
continued, and ended in Thee, we may glorify 
Thy holy Name, and finally by Thy mercy ob- 
tain everlasting life ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

O God, Whose blessed Son was manifested 
that He might destroy the works of the devil, 
and make us the sons of God, and heirs of 
eternal life ; grant us, we beseech Thee, that, 
having this hope, we may purify ourselves, even 
as He is pure ; that, when He shall appear again 
with power and great glory, we may be made 
like unto Him in His eternal and glorious king- 
dom ; where with Thee, O Father, and Thee, 
O Holy Ghost, He liveth and reigneth, ever 
one God, world without end. Amen. 

* Christian Year. 
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Empty my heart of all vain, idle, wandering 
thoughts, and of all filthy, irrational, and exor- 
bitant lusts. Take from me this heart of stone, 
and give me a heart of flesh, a soft and melting 
heart, to fear Thee, love Thee, honour Thee, 
delight in Thee, and so to follow Thee, that I 
may be for ever happy in the enjoyment of Thee. 
Amen.* 



PRAYERS 
AFTER MARRIAGE, AND WHEN NEEDED. 

Almighty GOD, unto Whom all hearts be 
open, all desires known, and from Whom no 
secrets are hid ; cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of Thy Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love Thee and worthily 
magnify Thy holy Name ; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR THE MARRIED DAILY. 

Grant, O Lord, that as we are united to 
each other after the mystery of Thy holy In- 
carnation, so our union may be entire in heart 
and mind ; that no anger nor jealousy, no sel- 
fishness nor impatience may darken our peace, 

» "Practical Christian," 
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but that we may walk in love unto our lives' 
end, and live together hereafter with Thee. 

Grant us not to forget our duties to others, 
our neighbours, and relations ; not to slacken 
our love to Thee, but rather to increase it more 
and more ; and sanctify all our joys and sorrows 
to Thy glory and our eternal blessing, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Almighty and most merciful Father, have 
mercy upon this family, upon our children, and 
upon our servants. Make us to love our chil- 
dren in Thee and for Thee. Water the good 
seed Thou hast sown in their hearts, and root 
out every plant of Satan. Embrace them ever 
with the arms of Thy mercy, and bring them 
to Thine everlasting kingdom. Give us that 
which is needful for our bodies ; but, above all. 
Thy spiritual gifts, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 



VERSES 
WHICH MAY BE SAID AT NIGHT. 

When in the night I sleepless he. 
My soul with heavenly thoughts supply ; 
Let no ill dreams disturb my rest. 
No powers of darkness me molest. 

I 
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O may my guardian, while I sleep, 
Close to my bed his vigils keep ; 
His love angelical instil, 
Stop all the avenues of ilL^ 



OR THE FOLLOWING. 

No hurtful sleep oppress, 
Nor let the foe distress. 
From him no fleshly wile 
Deceive us, and beguile. 

Eyes peaceful slumbers see. 
Hearts ever watch to Thee. 
Defend with Thy right arm 
Thy loving souls from harm.* 

* Bp. Ken. * S. Ambrose. 
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DEVOTIONS TO CHAPTER V. 

PRAYER 
FOR WOMEN WITH CHILD. 

O Lord God, Who art the Father of them that 
trust in Thee, and showest mercy to a thousand 
generations of them that fear Thee ; have mercy 
upon all women great with child ; be pleased to 
give them a joyful and a safe deliverance ; and 
let Thy grace preserve the fruits of their wombs, 
and conduct them to the holy Sacrament of 
Baptism ; that they, being regenerated by Thy 
Spirit, and adopted into Thy family, and the 
portion and duty of sons, may live to the glory 
of God, to the comfort of their parents and 
friends, to the edification of the Christian Com- 
monwealth, and the salvation of their own souls, 
through Jesus Christ. Amen.* 

O Lord, I humbly commit both myself and 
this babe which is conceived in me, to Thy 
mercy and goodness : strengthen and enable 
me, I beseech Thee, to go through all the pains 

* Bp. Jeremy Taylor. 
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and uneasiness of childbearing, with patience 
and submission to Thy will ; considering that 
they are the just punishment of sin ; give me 
an humble trust and dependence on Thy fa- 
therly care and good providence ; and make 
me, in Thy good time, a joyful mother to a 
hopeful child, which may live to be an instru- 
ment of Thy glory, and by serving Thee faith- 
fully, and doing good in its generation, may be 
received into Thy everlasting kingdom, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord and only Saviour. 
Amen. 

A PRAYER 
WHEN THE TIME OF TRAVAIL DRAWETH NEAR. 

O Lord, in Thee is my trust, Who, I know, 
art able and willing to help me ; I repose my- 
self, therefore, under the care and protection of 
Thy fatherly goodness, desiring to rest upon 
Thee alone for my support, who art the Rock 
of ages, and the Strength of all that put their 
trust in Thee. Oh ! let me not be disquieted 
with the fear of any evil, since none can happen 
unto me without Thy leave ; nor be frighted 
with the approach of any pains : but give me 
grace patiently to resign myself to Thy blessed 
will in all things, Who knowest what is best for 
me, and Who, I trust, wilt not lay upon me more 
than Thou wilt enable me to bear. 
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O Lord, be Thou graciously pleased to pro- 
portion Thy strength to my weakness ; and 
when pain and sorrows have taken hold on me, 
leave me not under them, I beseech Thee, but 
save and deliver me for Thy mercy's sake ; and, 
as I have hitherto experienced Thy fatherly 
goodness in every state and condition of my 
life, so let me still find the continuance of it, to 
carry me through all the troubles and imeasi- 
nesses of this life, and more particularly to 
enable me to go through the time of my travail, 
which is now drawing near at hand. 

O Lord, pardon those sins that have made 
me unworthy of Thy care, and deal not with 
me as I have deserved, but according to Thy 
mercy, and the merits of Thy dear Son, Jesus 
Christ the Righteous ; to Whom, with Thee, 
O Father, and the Blessed Spirit, be all ho- 
nour, glory, power, thanksgiving, and praise, 
both now and for evermore. Amen. 



EJACULATIONS.' 

Father, not my will, but Thine be done. 

Be not Thou far from me, O Lord: Thou 
art my succour, haste Thee to help me. 

Turn Thou imto me, and have mercy upon 
me ; for I am desolate and in misery. 
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Father, into Thy hands I commend my 
spirit. 

O Son of David, have mercy upon me. 
Lord, have mercy upon me. 
Christ, have mercy upon me. 
Lord, have mercy upon me. 
Jesus, Master, have mercy upon me. 



PRAYER 

FOR A WOMAN IN TRAVAIL. 

O God, our Refuge and Strength, I fly unto 
Thee for succour on behalf of Thy servant, now 
labouring under the pains and anguish of child- 
birth. Shorten her sorrows, increase her pa- 
tience, and lay not more upon her than Thou 
wilt enable her to bear. 

O hear her prayers, and let her crying come 
unto Thee. Forsake her not, I beseech Thee, 
when her strength faileth. Give her an humble 
trust and confidence in Thy goodness ; and, 
oh ! let her find that the support and comforts 
of Thy Holy Spirit far exceed the pains that 
she is now to go through. 

Give her quiet submission to Thy blessed 
will, and in Thy good time send her ease and 
deliverance. Preserve that infant which now 
''^'■uggles for its birth ; and (if it be Thy good 
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pleasure) make her speedily a joyful mother of 
a hopeful child, that may live to be an instru- 
ment of Thy glory, and useful in its generation. 
O Lord, I leave her in Thy hands, and resig^n 
her to Thy will ; humbly beseeching Thee to 
deal graciously with her; through the merits^ 
and for the sake, of Thy dear Son, and our 
alone Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.* 



THANKSGIVING 
FOR A WOMAN AFTER HER DELIVERY. 

O Father of mercies, and God of all com- 
forts, we Thy unworthy servants do now present 
ourselves before Thee, to return unto Thy Divine 
Majesty our most humble and unfeigned thanks, 
for that Thou hast vouchsafed to deliver Thy 
servant from the great pain and peril of child- 
birth. Blessed be Thy Name, O Lord, that 
Thou hast turned her sorrow into joy, and her 
pains into ease and refreshments. Continue, 
we beseech Thee, Thy Fatherly goodness to 
her ; let Thy good Providence still watch over 
her, and Thy strength support her under all the 
weaknesses of her present condition. 

And grant, O most merciful Father, that 

1 New ManuaL 
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not only this Thy servant, but every one of us 
here present, may, from the consideration of 
Thy great goodness, be excited to a greater love 
to Thee, and a stricter obedience to Thy laws ; 
that Thou mayest still delight over us to do us 
good ; and that we, serving Thee faithfully all 
our days, may at last obtain that greatest of all 
mercies, the eternal salvation of oui* immortal 
souls, through the merits of Thy Son and our 
alone Saviour Jesus Christ. 

We commend likewise to Thy .j.j^ j^ ^^ 
mercy and goodness this tender be added if 
Infant; preserve it, that it may the Child is 
be regenerated and bom again by *^^^' 
Baptism ; that, as it is Thine by creation, so it 
may thereby be made Thine by adoption and 
grace. 

Sanctify it, we humbly pray Thee, and take 
it into Thy protection ; and so fill it with the 
graces of Thy Holy Spirit, that it may be of 
the number of Thy faithful servants, through 
Jesus Christ our Blessed Lord and only Sa- 
viour. Amen.^ 

^ New Manual. 
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A THANKSGIVING 

TO BE USED BY A WOMAN IN PRIVATE, 
BEFORE HER GOING ABROAD. 

O Almighty and most merciful Father, in 
Whom I live, and move, and have my being ; 
by Thee I have been preserved ever since I 
was bom, and to Thy infinite goodness I ac- 
knowledge it to be owing that I am now alive. 
I desire, O Lord, to adore and praise Thy 
glorious Majesty, for the many mercies and 
favours which Thou hast bestowed on me all 
my life long ; and in a more particular manner, 
I present myself before Thee at this time to 
bless and praise Thy holy Name, for Thy late 
mercies vouchsafed unto me in delivering me 
from the great pains and perils of childbirth. 
It was Thy power that preserved me. Thy good- 
ness that delivered me, and Thy hand that sup- 
ported me, when pain and sorrow laid hold 
upon me. Praised therefore be that infinite love 
which moved Thee to deal so graciously with 
Thy servant, and to enable a weak and feeble 
creature to go through the sorrow and anguish 
of travail. 

O Lord, give me such a sense of Thy great 
goodness to me, that I may make it the great 
study and business of 'my life to serve and 
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please Thee in all things ; that so my returns 
of duty and obedience may, in some measure, 
be answerable to those many mercies I have 
received at Thy hands. 

Mortify and subdue in me all sinful and 
corrupt affections, and whatever may tend to 
alienate my love from Thee, and to slacken my 
endeavours after the pursuit of heavenly things. 

I commend, likewise, O Lord, „«. ■ ^ 

' ' ' This IS to 

to Thy mercy and goodness that be added if 
tender Infant which Thou hast lately the Child is 
given me. ^^'^^' 

Sanctify it, I humbly pray Thee, and so fill it 
with the graces of Thy Holy Spirit, that it 
may ever be in the number of Thy faithful 
servants. 

And grant, O merciful Father, that I may 
never be wanting in my duty towards it ; but 
enable me, by Thy grace, to bring it up in the 
nurture and admonition of Thee, the Lord ; 
that, as it grows in years, so it may increase in 
grace and Thy favour, and be a comfort to me 
all my days, through Jesus Christ our Lord ; 
to Whom with Thee, O Father, and the Holy 
Spirit, be ascribed, as is most due, all honour, 
glory, power, thanksgiving, and praise, both 
now and for evermore. Amen.' 

^ New Manual. 
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ANNIVERSARY OF MARRIAGE. 

For Prayer before Self-Examination, see De- 
votions to Chapter II. 



FORM OF SELF-EXAMINATION FOR THE 

MARRIED. 

Duty to God, 

Are my alms less than they were before mar- 
riage, in proportion to luxuries ? 

Are my devotions shorter or colder ? 

Is my life softer, less self-denying? 

Am I become covetous, doing things for gain 
now, which before I would not have done ? 

Am I very severe, and strict, and guarded 
against impurity ? 

Am I made distrustful and anxious? And 
do I ever regret God's gift of children, doubt- 
ing His help to support them ? 

Or, being childless, do I bow to His will, and 
seek to serve liim with a more devoted service ? 

Do I order my house to God's glory ? 

Do I obey the Church, and duly keep her 
fasts and feasts ? 

Am I vain of my children ? 

Do I try to regard my children as GOD's 
children in everything ? 
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Do I remember my vows, which I spake unto 
the Lord when I was in trouble ?^ 

Duty of the Husband to the wife. 

Am I tender to her, and glad to make allow- 
ances in sickness, and trial, and weak moments ? 

Am I kind to her relations, loving them, and 
giving her their society ? 

Do I give her my confidence, my inmost 
heart? 

Do I soon confess and reconcile myself after 
the least irritation ? 

Do I defraud her of my society and conver- 
sation ? 

Do I consult her wishes ? 

Do I watch myself as to my influence upon 
her ; drawing her soul upwards ; weaning her 
from domestic anxieties ; and am I myself drawn 
by her from cares of business and the world ? 

Have I been peremptory, rigorous, and ma- 
gisterial in my commands ? 

Have I spoken of her faults to others ? 

Duty of the Wife to the husband. 
Am I obedient and jrielding to his wish and 
wiU? 
Do I prefer his society to all the world ? 
Do I lead him into expense? 

^ This question is especially the wife's, in relation to diild- 
bearing. 
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Do I deny myself vain expenses and show ? 
Do my children withdraw any of my love 
from my husband ? 

Do I give him my entire confidence ? 
Have I exposed his faults to others ? 

Duty towards children. 
Do I seek their soul's good first and last ? 
Not making them vain by dress ? 
Not by showing them to others and prais- 
ing them ? 
By regarding their souls chiefly, in their 
education and plans of life ? 
Am I hasty and angry in punishing them ; 
or calm, and as in the sight of God ? 

Am I indulgent, and do 1 neglect to make 
them obedient and good by a godly strictness ? 
Have I any favourites amongst them, or do I 
love them all alike as God's gifts to me, and as 
God's children? 

Do I pray for them earnestly? and in rela- 
tion to each fault and source of anxiety ? 

Do I see them thoroughly fixed in the doc- 
trine of the Church ? 

Do I especially bring them up upon the doc- 
trine and state of Baptism ? 

Am I very careful of the example which I set 
them? 

Do I provide for their future support ? 
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Do I bring them up with industrious, simple, 
self-denying habits, below rather than above 
their station, yet without rigour, and with desire 
to give them innocent pleasures ? 

Do I make them respectful to their elders 
and superiors ? 

Do I encourage them in greediness, waste, 
spending money on self — or the reverse ? 

Duty to neighbours. 
Do I neglect their interests for the sake of 
my family ? 

Do I withdraw my sympathy and consolations 
from my relatives, especially my parents ? 
Do I neglect my servants ? 
Being impatient with them and unsjonpa- 

thizing ? 
Taking up their time unnecessarily from 

devotion ? 
Not seeing to their religious progress and 

growth in grace ? 
Laying on them too heavy burdens ? 
Giving them too scanty wages ? 
Have I sought to make them feel as brethren 
with myself, and that all are one family ? 

Have I endeavoured to diminish their temp- 
tations without showing suspicion ? 

(For Form of Confession, see Appendix to 
Chapter II.) 
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THANKSGIVING. 

O Lord God, Father of mercies, the Foun- 
tain of comfort and blessing, of life and peace, 
of plenty and pardon. Who fillest heaven with 
Thy glory, and earth with Thy goodness ; I 
give Thee the most earnest, most humble, and 
most enlarged returns of my glad and thankful 
heart, for Thou hast refreshed me with Thy 
comforts, and enlarged me with Thy blessing ; 
Thou hast made my flesh and my bones to re- 
joice ; for, besides the blessings of all mankind, 
the blessings of nature, and the blessings of 
grace, the support of every minute, and the 
comforts of every day. Thou hast opened Thy 
bosom, and at this time hast poured out an 
excellent expression of Thy loving-kindness 
(here name the blessing,) What am I, O Lord, 
and what is my father's house, what is the life, 
and what are the capacities of Thy servant, 
that Thou shouldst do this unto me ; that the 
great GoD of men and Angels should make a 
special decree in Heaven for me, and send out 
an Angel of blessing, and, instead of condemn- 
ing and ruining me, as I miserably have de- 
served, to distinguish me from many my equals 
and my betters, by this and many other special 
acts of grace and favour. 
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Praised be the Lord daily, even the Lord 
that helpeth us, and poureth His benefits upon 
us. He is our God, even the God of Whom 
Cometh salvation : God is the Lord by Whom 
we escape death. Thou hast brought me to 
great honour, and comforted me on every side. 
Thou, Lord, hast made me glad through Thy 
works ; I will rgjoice in giving praise for the 
operations of Thy hands. 

O give thanks unto the LORD, and call upon 
His Name ; tell the people what things He hath 
done. 

As for me, I will give great thanks unto the 
Lord, and praise Him among the multitude. 

Blessed be the Lord God, even the Lord 
God of Israel, which only doth wondrous and 
gracious things. 

And blessed be the Name of His Majesty 
for ever ; and all the earth shall be filled with 
His Majesty. Amen, Amen. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : 
and to the Holy Ghost ; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be : world without end. Amen.* 

1 New Manual. 




PRAYER 

FOR OUR NEAREST RELATIVES, AS HUSBAND, 
WIFE, CHILDREN, FAMILY, ETC. 

O God of infinite mercy, let Thy loving mercy 
and compassion descend upon the head of Thy 
servants (my wife, my husband, children, and 
family) : be pleased to give them health of body 
and of spirit, a competent portion of temporals, 
so as may with comfort support them in their 
journey to heaven, preserve them from all evil 
and sad accidents, defend them in all assaults 
of their enemies, direct their persons and their 
actions, sanctify their hearts, and words, and 
purposes ; that we all may, by the bands of 
obedience and charity, be united to our Lord 
Jesus, and always feeling Thee our merciful 
and gracious Father, may become a holy fa- 
mily, discharging our whole duty in all our rela- 
tions ; that we in this life being Thy children 
by adoption and grace, may be admitted into 
Thy holy family hereafter, for ever to sing 
praises to Thee in the Church of the first-born, 
in the family of Thy redeemed ones. Amen.* 

> Bp. Jeremy Taylor. 



K 
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PRAYER 
FOR A SICK CHILD. 

O Almighty God and merciful Father, to 
Whom alone belong the issues of life and death : 
look down from heaven, we humbly beseech 
Thee, with the eyes of mercy upon this child, 
now lying upon the bed of sickness : visit him^ 
O Lord, with Thy salvation ; deliver Aim in 
Thy good appointed time from Ats bodily pain, 
and save Ats soul for Thy mercies' sake : that, 
if it shall be Thy pleasure to prolong his days 
here on earth, Ae may live to Thee, and be an 
instrument of Thy glory, by serving Thee faith- 
fully and doing good in Ais generation ; or else 
receive Aim into those heavenly habitations, 
where the souls of them that sleep in the Lord 
Jesus enjoy perpetual rest and felicity. Grant 
this, O Lord, for Thy mercies' sake, in the 
same Thy SON our LORD jESUS CHRIST, Who 
liveth and reigpieth with Thee and the Holy 
Ghost, ever one God, world without end. 
Amen.^ 

* Visitation Service. 



THE NUPTIAL BOND INDISSOLUBLE. 

When this little book was first published 
there was no need to say anything on this sub- 
ject. The law of the Church of England was 
and is that those divorced may not marry during 
the life of each other, but shall live " chastely 
and continently," (Canon 107.) In other words 
the bond of marriage which GOD has fastened 
cannot be sundered by man ; a blessed truth 
distinctly stated in the Service of Holy Matri- 
mony. Unhappily the law of the land was 
altered, and made contrary to that of the Church 
in the year 1857. One to whom the Church of 
England owes more than can be expressed did 
all he could to check the approaching change. 
Those who have any reason for entering on the 
subject, and forming a judgment, should read 
his treatises with attention and prayer.^ They 

^ An Argument for not proceeding immediately to repeal the 
laws which treat the nuptial bond as indissoluble. By the Rev^ 
John Keble, M.A., Vicar of Hursley ; Ute Fellow of Oriel 
College. J. H. and James Parker, 1857. Sequel of the Argu- 
ment, &c. 




are the work of a man distinguished for learning, 
singular care, caution, charity, and for a saintly 
life. In short their Author is one whom we 
may well believe to have been guided into truth. 

The following is an abstract of the argument 
from Scripture, and but an abstract. 

Marriage was originally indissoluble (S. Matth. 
xix.) The Jews for the hardness of their hearts 
were allowed a temporary relaxation of the law. 
Christ who came to restore the original law 
of God, the lost righteousness of man, by His 
teaching re-enacted the one and by His Spirit 
restored the other ; taking away that hardness 
of heart which had been man's apology, enabling 
the regenerate to keep a rule which to the unre- 
generate was a burden. 

The principal objection to this doctrine is the 
seeming permission to marry after a divorce 
occasioned by adultery, in S. Matth. v. and xix. 
This objection is met by the following con- 
siderations : — 

I. That S. Matthew^s Gospel is the Gospel of 
the Jews, that Christ was here addressing 
Himself to Jews, and convicting them of sin 
under their own relaxed law, inasmuch as they 
divorced and remarried for other reasons be- 
sides adultery. 

II. In the next mention of the subject, S. Luke 
xvi., no exception is made ; but it is stated un- 
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reservedly that whoever marries a divorced 
woman commits adultery. 

III. Referring to S. Matth. xix., S. Mark x., 
we find that although in S. Matth. our Lord 
allows the exception in case of adultery, yet He 
does so (i) after recapitulating the original insti- 
tution and its indissoluble character; (2) He 
only allows the exception, when pushed by the 
Pharisees ; (3) when He allows it, He attributes 
it to the hardness of their hearts, and shows 
that it was a deviation from the first law ; (4) S. 
Matthew alone records that part of the con- 
versation, S. Mark omits it ; (5) in the house, 
privately, our LORD taught His disciples that 
marriage is indissoluble; (6) the disciples made 
an objection, S. Mark x. 10^12, which pre- 
supposes the indissolubility of marriage, and 
Christ made no allowance to meet it 

IV. Polygamy is not more contrary to the 
Institution of marriage, nor to the Gospel gene- 
rally than divorce. Both it and divorce were 
allowed for a time, and now seem equally un- 
lawful 

V. The mystical meaning of marriage, its 
symbolizing the union betwixt Christ and 
the Church, is destroyed if its bond is disso- 
luble. 

VI. There is nothing in the Gospels, Acts, 
or Epistles to justify divorce ; but what there is 
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on the subject tells against it Rom. viL 2, 3 ; 
I Cor. vii. ; Eph. v. 
To which may be added — 

1. That the last law rules the first ; and the 
last mention by our Lord contains no exception. 

2. That the larger number of passages rules 
the smaller ; and the larger number make no 
exception. 

3. That if it be said, " An exception rules all 
assertions on the same subject,'' it may be replied 
" Yes, if the subjects of the rule are the same, 
which in this case they are not : for the excep- 
tion was addressed to Jews, the rule is for 
Christians." 

This is but an outline of thoughts and argu- 
ments : sufficient, it is hoped, to show how 
much there is which ought to be considered ; 
and to warn persons from being led by the 
unhappy law of 1857 into entering into a union 
which in the eye of the Church, because in the 
eye of her Lord, is a state of adultery. 
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DIVORCE.^ 

" What therefore God hath joined together, let not num put 
asunder." (S. Matth. zix. 6.) 

O EVIL day for England and all her subject 

lands, 
On which she rent asunder the Church's golden 

bands ; 
And gave her people freedom which Christ 

Himself denies, 
And scorned the holy canons as nothing in her 

eyes. 
She took the keys of Heaven, which are not 

hers to wield ; 
And to the touch unholy the Church was bid to 

yield ; 
When those whom Christ united, and made 

for ever one. 
Beheld their safeguard ravished, and holy bands 

undone : 
When serpents could envenom, and by their 

venom win, 
And sinners were rewarded by what they sought 

through sin. 

^ Anon. 
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